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28 Burying ‘The Sopranos’ 
We spend a night on location for the last- 
ever episode of The Sopranos, as cast and 
crew prepare for what will be the Mob 
drama’s final act...maybe. BY JOSH WOLK 


36 One Fine Fey 
How did SNL vet Tina Fey transform 30 Rock 
from a so-so sitcom into the funniest show 
on TV? The answer might have something to 
do with sleep deprivation, baby vomit, and 
Alec Baldwin (not necessarily in that order). 
BY KRISTEN BALDWIN 


44 Virgin Territory 
On the 25th anniversary of Porky's, a 
writer recalls his own age of innocence— 
and the explosion of teen sex 
comedies that helped him survive it. 
BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 
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Will Ferrell's box office Glory...Law & Order Tused to laugh 
awaits its fate...How to dress like the boys of at those people on “The 
Entourage... New comedy pilots...Hit List... } Apprentice’ when 
21 SPOTLIGHT 2 they would stay up one 

Avril Lavigne, Kevin Spacey, Ira Glass... ) ses night e 

3 and then lose it an 
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David Ignatius, Deborah Rodriguez, and more. 


80 THE FINAL CUT 
Mark Harris ponders the fates of 
Tony Soprano and Harry Potter. 
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Ede Falco, James Gandolfini, and Michael Imperioli photographed 
for EW by Anthony Mandler on March 13, 2007, in New York City 
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[AMERICAN IDOL WePckThe Winer Quick on the 

; Drew 

ects i Ifind it odd that you 
took the time to 

: bemoan Drew Barry- 

INSIDE THE more’s recent string 

IAKING oF A ; ; 

BURPRISt of romantic comedies 
and offer hope that 
she take on more 
mature roles (News & 

Potcle ety Notes) without point- 
ing out the ones she’s 
already done, in Donnie 


SMASH 


Spartan ‘Naked’ Truth Darko and Riding in 

Cheerleaders Thanks forcreditingmy Cars With Boys. Ican’t 

Want to know the real grandfather William H. _ say if either film was a VIDEO 

reason for 300’ record- Daniels’ Oscar-winning —_bona fide hit, but they 

breaking opening cinematography on at least demonstrate 

(“300:The Conquering The Naked City (DVD). that Drew has the If you can’t wait until Sunday night 

Heroes")?Lookatyour Althoughheworkedon _capacity and appetite to catch up with Vince and our 

cover. Thespecialeffects 150-plus films, he’s be- for more serious- wi ae eae or for 

may bring in the boys, comeaforgottenname minded work. eplcodes! Then check hack Monday 

but that brings in the of Hollywood's past. Greg Basore for our TV Watch on the show. 

girls! Gerard Butler is Carlo Panno Yale, Okla. 

his own special effect. Burbank 

Patricia Merr 

Brive CG Why? WRITE TO US! Po . 

Mark Harris criticizes Ww vh 

The biggest factor in the extensive CGI in s c WItGhGr 

300's huge success? 300 (The Final Cut). these early- 

The coolest trailerever,  Hello—based on acomic summer 

Nine Inch Nails music book! Igo to the movies releases are 

coupled with incredible tobeentertained and to poulmesta es 

action added up te oneal alive vicanicusty through ; Rea be BASES 

of the most anticipated the characters. I was edited for clarity or leng ee fae SPider-Man 3 

movies in along time. unaware ofthe “oatmeal tamer Suvce and Subseiton Project Runway’ 

Thankfully,itwasnearly sky” or “unconvincing —_For24/7 sence pleaveuse ur neste We chatted with Tim  UGTEE 

as goods the trailer. geysers [of blood].” (wnnoncomtustamerserie.r el qunnat the auditions an 
4-800-828-6882, You can also write for season 4, and he Ocean's Thirteen 

Eric Frost Charles Mael to ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY at PO. talked about life af- 

Freeland, Mich. Monett, Mo. Box 30608, Tampa, FL 33630-0608. ter Parsons, his new *See thenextissue 


forresults 
job at Liz Claiborne, 


and whathe looks for | Ae Weetig 


indesigners vying for | PESULETS 
their Bravo moment. , 


OBSESSIVE FAN More ‘Idol’ tik 
OF THE WEEK! creestee vet ee 


Brett C, Lawrence of Hamilton, N.J., can't gush power rankings of Sa 
enough about the object of his fandom, Crispin the remaining 33% Tony 
Glover. "His performances pull you in and don't contestants, former 

let go,” writes Brett. Remember when Glover Idols judging the 


nearly karate-kicked David Letterman in the head? 
“Jaw-dropping,” How about Glover's music? 
“A work of art.” Most impressive, though, was 
meeting the quirky actor at a horror convention: 
“He was right there.” Must have been density, 5 


judges, video pre- 
views and recaps, 
and much more. 
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Talladega 
Nights 4 


Anchorman 


Blad 
Gta 


orget those Olympic judges. When it 


] comes to fickle crowds, nobody’s tougher 
r than the moviegoing public. Just ask Will 
Ferrell. Little more than a year ago, the 


actor appeared to be skating on thin ice following 


Lat astring of flops: 2005's Melinda and Melinda, 
Kicking and Screaming, Bewitched, and The 
mm — Zoducers. But Talladega Nights’ $148.2 million 


ride last summer put him back in the winner's 


.. moviegoers happily pay. Here's how the __<itcle-andnow Blades of Glory’s gold-medal 


performance has melted away any lingering con- 


fearless funnyman iced the box office—and how _cermsaboutthe health of his career 
Granted, the figure-skating farce’s $33 million 
he can stay on top. BY JOSHUA RICH opening wasn’t as impressive as, say, a triple-lutz/ 
triple-Salchow combination: Some pundits pre- 
dicted a higher take given Talladega’s success 
and the fact that the similarly broad comedy Wild 
Hogs bowed to $39.7 million in March. But Blades 
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me 
From top: Blades 

of Glory, The 
Producers, Bewitched 


Will Ferrell is one ofa 


did give Ferrell his second-best debut ever as a 
lead actor (trailing Talladega’s $47 million), and 
it all but solidifies his place alongside Ben Stiller, 
Adam Sandler, and the rest of Hollywood’s 
bankable comedy elite (See sidebar). 

“He's confident in what he thinks is funny,” says 
Stiller, a Blades producer. “It’s like Bill Murray or 
Steve Martin—he’s able to play ridiculous charac- 
ters with such bravado, but I think people sense 
he’s in on the joke.” And audiences love him for it. 
Like Talladega (and Anchorman and Elf and Old 
School), Blades centers on a cuddly buffoon who’s 
almost certain to wind up with his shirt off. “He’s a 
regular guy,” says Van Toffler, president of MTV 
Films, which co-produced Blades with Dream- 
Works. “You can tell from his physique. It’s not 
like he’s stuck in the gym with trainers all day!” 

‘We may never catch Ferrell pumping iron, but 
he definitely has the stamina to keep playing 
some form of the boobish man-child he’s been 
perfecting since his days on SNL. He’s currently 
filming another sports comedy, Semi-Pro, in 
which he plays a 1970s basketball player/coach/ 
owner/washed-up one-hit-wonder rock star 
whose antics include warbling a power anthem 


called “Love Me Sexy” and wrestling a bear. 

And in September, he'll start production with 
longtime filmmaking partner Adam McKay and 
John C. Reilly on Step Brothers, about a scorching 
sibling rivalry between two 40-year-olds. “I don’t 
think he thinks in terms of formulas,” says 
Semi-Pro director Kent Alterman. “He just tries 
to respond to material and characters that are 
creatively rewarding.” 

Fair enough, but how will Ferrell, who turns 40 
in July, stay fresh at the box office? After all, 
there's an eventual limit to the number of laughs 
aman can get by exposing his flabby belly. (Even 
the star, who declined to comment for this story, 
recently acknowledged the inevitable flight of 
fame, telling the Associated Press, “It feels like 
you do, for better or worse, have a shelf life.”) The 
solution, says Toffler: “He needs to diversify.” 
Hey, it worked for funny fellows like Robin 
Williams, Tom Hanks, and Eddie Murphy, who, 
after years of earning goodwill from audiences 
and critics, eventually won Oscars (or, in Murphy’s 
case, an Oscar nomination) for more serious turns. 

Ferrell made his first big step toward diversifi- 
cation last fall with Stranger Than Fiction, a 
dramedy that was praised by critics, grossed 
$40.4 million, and netted him a best-actor Golden 
Globe nod. Ifhe continues to pick small roles that 
intrigue him—and still appears in one or two 
mainstream comedies a year—he’ll be able to 
avoid the overexposure that turned off audiences 
in 2005. Says Blades codirector Will Speck, “The 
time for him to stop [doing broad comedies] is 
when he can’t bring nuance and sophistication to 
the interpretations of these characters. And I 
don’t think that’s ever going to happen.” Because 
nobody brings nuance and sophistication to 
wrestling a bear quite like Will Ferrell. m 


The Reigning Kings of Comedy 


lect group of funny guys who've got the magic touch at the box office. —Adam Markovitz 


Ben Stiller 
BIGGEST COMEDY OPENING $47.2 
million (Madagascar, 2006) UP 
NEXT He reteams with the Farrelly 
brothers, playing a man who falls 
for another woman on his honey- 
moon ina film based on 1972's 
The Heartbreak Kid (out Oct. 5), 


> EW.COM Foran extended Q&A with Ben Stiller—and to see the five other comedians we predict could inherit his comedy-king throne—head over to ew.com 
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Adam Sandler 

| BIGGESTCOMEDY OPENING 

} $47.6 million (The Longest Yard, 

| 2005) UPNEXT Joins The King of 
|! Queens star Kevin Jamesas firemen 
' who pretend to be gay for the 

| domestic benefits in July 20's |Now 
! Pronounce You Chuck & Larry. 


Eddie Murphy 
BIGGEST COMEDY OPENING 
$108 million (Shrek 2, 2004) UP 
NEXT On May 18, he makes an ass. 
of himself yet again as Donkey in 
Shrek the Third. Then he'll take off 
in Starship Dave, a sci-fifarce 
costatring Gabrielle Union. 


Vince Vaughn 
BIGGEST COMEDY OPENING 
$39.2 million (The Break-Up, 
2006) UP NEXT Plays Santa's 

less-than-jolly brother in Fred Claus 

(Nov. 9), Anda documentary about 

his stand-up tour, Wild West Comedy 
‘Show, is awaiting release, 
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Low & Order's Milena 
Govich, Jesse L. 
Martin, and S. Epatha 
Merkerson 


Breaking the ‘Law’? 


NBC's criminally successful Law & Order franchise 
is suddenly facing an uncertain future. BYLYNETTERICE 


Pecking 
‘Order’ 


Where each ‘Law’ 
ranks in total viewers 


| DOWN 14.4% FROM’05 


Lao 


9.2 


DOWN 19.2% FROM ’06 


2007 AVERAGE VIEWERSHIP 
TO DATE (IN MILLIONS) 
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McCoy about to bark out his last closing argu- 
ment? Could be. Surprisingly, Law & Order 
creator Dick Wolf has yet to hear whether NBC 
will continue airing his 17-year-old mainstay next 
fall, nor is Wolf certain what will happen to its 
six-year-old sibling, Criminal Intent. (Law & Order: 
Special Victims Unit—the most sucessful of the 
three with an average 12.4 million viewers—was re- 
newed earlier this season.) “My head is optimistic, 
but my gut is wary,” said Wolf on March 29, just 
minutes after being immortalized in Hollywood 
with astar on the Walk of Fame. “Look at NBC’s 
schedule. Can you imagine it with just SVU?” 

Not really, but that’s exactly the kind of scenario 
that NBC and Wolf are in the midst of discussing. 
So what's hurting L&O’s chances? The ratings: So 
far this season, viewership for the three shows is 
down an average of 15 percent (see chart). If NBC 
does bring both shows back, it’s likely that the net- 
work will ask Wolf to cut production costs—which 
could mean asking for a possible reduction in the 
licensing fees it pays to air the dramas. (The net- 
work reportedly did just that in 2005 before agree- 
ing to final seasons of Will & Grace and The West 
Wing.) A decision on the renewals is expected by 
May 1, and Wolf says he’d prefer not to speculate on 
what will happen. “Ask NBC,” he sniffs. So we did— 
but for now, the network is pleading the Fifth. 


| s Executive Assistant District Attorney Jack 


HIT 


Eddie Griffin says Ferrari crash was 
nota hoax This reminds me of the time I 
never had a Ferrari, which is now. 


David Beckham denies being on “daughter 
diet" to help conceive girl As we know, 
no one can gender-bend it like Beckham. 


Hilary Swank escapes speeding ticket 
thanks to good deed The deed: not 
making ‘The Reaping 2: More Locusts!” 


Vowed 
the studio, “We & 
will not stop 


until pirate movies 
suck again.” 


Chocolate Jesus art show canceled “Oh, 
come on!” said the mocha Lamb of 
God. “Even Madonna got to finish her tour.” 


6 “Andy” from Family Ties arrested on 
suspicion of domestic violence Anything 
else from my childhood you'd like to ruin, 
world? Have Optimus Prime get caught 
picking up a tranny hooker, maybe? 


Timbaland’s rep won't confirm he called 
Scott Storch “a bitch” She will deny he 
said, “A Storchis a Storch, of corch, 
ofcorch!” 


It’s market 
pressure: If she can 
QV) justgetlistedas a 
carry-on, she'll save 
thousands in airfare. 


Book suggests Steve McQueen was 
bisexual The smoking gun: The original 
title of ‘Nevada Smith’ was Bisexual Smith.’ 


10 Bill O'Reilly slams Rosie O'Donnell 
Proclaimed the pundit: “There can 
be only one O’Loudmouth.” 


For all the latest headlines, pictures, and ridiculous 
Hollywood miscellany, visit popwatch.ew.com 
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Indestructible 
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Indestructible 


Weather or Not 
Indestructible: Extreme Spiking Glue 
This sweat-resistant, water-resistant 
technology helps even the 
most extreme styles hold strong 
with zero residue. See for yourself. 
That's the real proof. 
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(Clockwise 
fromleft) 
Timberlake and 
Vince Vaughn; 
Fanning; 
Panettiere 

and Oka 


Slime Time Live 


Nickelodeon celebrated the 20th anniversary of its Kids’ Choice 
Awards with squealing tweens and goo-phobic stars. BY CARRIE BELL 


ll the big stars—and a record 6.1 mil- 
A lion at-home viewers—showed up for 

Nickelodeon’s Kids’ Choice Awards, 
held March 31 at L.A’s Pauley Pavilion and 
hosted by Justin Timberlake. “It’s loud, it’s 
fun, and kids only vote for you if they really, 
really like you,” said Ice Age: The Meltdown 
star Queen Latifah, who won Favorite Voice 
From an Animated Movie. Some highlights 
from the high-decibel hootenanny: 


TWENTY GOOD YEARS Ever the workaholic, 
first-time attendee Dakota Fanning stayed 
focused on the important things—like the 
future of her career. “It’s so cool that my first 
time [being here] is on abig anniversary,” she 
told EW after being named Favorite Movie Ac- 
.“Ijust hope they still like me on the 40th!” 


SEAT SENSATION The Disney Channel’s High 
School Musical made him a household name, 
so star Zac Efron said goodbye to the nosebleed 
section—where he sat last year—and hello 

to “on-camera seats.” But Efron insisted his 
unmissable tan was nota result of preshow 
primping: “We've been living on a golf course 
in Utah while filming [the HSM sequel], so I go 
out almost daily. This tan is the real deal.” 
PARTNERS IN SLIME This year, “unsuspecting” 
celebrities were attacked in pairs by the 
network's trademark green goo. So Heroes’ 
Hayden Panettiere was rightfully alarmed to 
hear that her costar Masi Oka wore a green 
tie in hopes of becoming a target. “I’ve gotta 
go on stage with him,” she fretted. “I like this 
outfit too much. Suddenly, I’m wishing I 
brought my umbrella.” 


| just gota little easier. On 


EMI's deal with 
change the 
way you use MP3s 


Making the World's 
Awesomest Mix CD 
from your iTunes playlist 


April 2, EMI—the label i 
behind acts like the 
Rolling Stones, Cold- 
play, and Norah Jones 
(below)—announced a 
deal with iTunes 

‘to sell music 

without DRM 

(digital rights 
managment), 

‘the vexing copy- 
right-protection 
software that 

limits MP3 

sharing and 

burning. That 

means starting 

in May, all EMI 

tunes purchased 

from Apple’s on- 

line jukebox can 

be freely shared 

and burned onto 

CDs, and will also work 
on iPod alternatives like 
Microsoft's Zune player 
or music-enabled cell 
phones. The move 
comes ata price—$1.29 
per song instead of 99 
cents—and unfortunate- 
ly, EMI's most famous 
act, the Beatles, contin- 
ues to say no to down- 
loads, though the label 
is still working on it. The 
rest of EMI's roster, says 
Barney Wragg, head of 
EMI Digital, is happy 
with the new arrange- 
ment: “So far, every 
artist or manager we've 
spoken to has been 
extremely supportive.” 
—Leah Greenblatt 


SSS “STI: COMFORT... © 
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 SKECHERS 


Visit Skechers.com 
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The Laugh Factory 


Think you'll never see a sitcom about theoretical physicists trying to score chicks? 
You might—it’s in development at CBS. The networks are dutifully prepping 50-plus 


fall comedy pilots that could revolutioni: 
again. Our fingers are crossed for this promi: 


ze the form...or never be heard from 
ing group below. BY DAN SNIERSON 


AREA 57 (NBC) 
It’s just your typical work- 
place comedy. If, you know, 
your workplace happened 
to be secretly located in 
the Nevada desert. And if 
your job was to keep tabs 
onan unruly, conniving 
alien played by 

none other than Paul 
Reubens (left). 


THE THICK OF IT (ABC) 
ABBC adaptation set in the 
office of a junior congressman? 
Starting Michael McKean 
(left)? Directed by Christopher 
Guest? Exec-produced by 
Arrested Development's 
Mitchell Hurwitz? Yeah, 
we'll be saving a TiVo 
‘Season Pass for this one. 


V'M WITH STUPID (NBC) 
Ina different kind of BBC 
adaptation, an acerbic 
wheelchair-bound man (Curb 
Your Enthusiasm's 
Christopher Thornton, left) 
takes on an optimistic 
homeless dude as his room- 
mate at a group home. Best 
buddy comedy ever? 


ACTION NEWS (Fox) 
Adisgraced star anchor 
(Kelsey Grammer) attempts 
to recapture past glory by 
returning to a Pittsburgh TV 
station and pairing up with 
his former deskmate/rival 
(Patricia Heaton, left). 

If only this show had 

an Anchorman connection. 
Oh, wait: Fred Willard 
isin the house! 


IN 


Alec Baldwin, Good Samaritan 
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The Shaw Report zy Jessicashaw 


FIVE MINUTES AGO 


lec Baldwin, heartthrob 


ME & LEE? (Fox) 

From the producers of Weeds 
comes a new type of 
what are they smoking? 
project: A dentist with 
chronic back pain (Jamie 
Kennedy, right) winds up 
with a cool bionic spine, 
courtesy of the Six Million 
Dollar Man, Lee Majors 
(as himself). 


I'M IN HELL (CBS) 
Jason Biggs (right) plays a Wall 
Street slickster who's killed ina 
“BlackBerry-related car 
accident,” but because hell 
is overcrowded, he must 

live his own form of it right 
here on earth, And we 

all know he has some serious 
pie-humping to atone for. 


NICE GIRLS DON'T GET THE 
CORNER OFFICE (ABC) 

Cana good girl be a badass in 
the corporate world? The 
series—based on Lois Frankel's 
book—boasts a fun cast that 
includes Ugly Betty/Heroes 
supporting player Jayma Mays 
(right), 24's Gregory Itzin, and 
no-credit-needed's Jane Curtin. 


DASH 4 CASH (The CW) 
Abehind-the-scenes comedy 
about a reality show in which 
six pairs of contestants 
(including Veronica Mars’ 
Jonathan Chase, right) 
embark on a 3,000-mile race 
to win a buried chest of 
money. As in real life, 
runners-up will be booted— 
and receive a lifetime supply 
of Dignity Loss. 


Alec Baldwin, Billy’s brother 


DEAL 
REPORT 


| MOVIES 

+ The Departed’s Mark 
Wahlberg and Matt Damon 
can’tseem to shake the 

i chusetts, or 

h other. They're in talks 
to star as real-life Lowell, 


Mass., boxer “Irish” 
Micky Ward (Wahlberg) 
and his trainer brother 

! (amon) in The Fighter. 
} Notes Damon: Director 
Darren Aronofsky (The 
Fountain) “is saying 
everything I, or any actor, 
would want to hear. [Now] 
we're waiting fora script.” 


+ Tim Burton’s Ripley 
Believe It or Nott is 


go 
again, after getting derailed 
June amid budget 
concerns anda script 
rewrite at the behest of 
lead Jim Carrey. “This has 


beenalongroad; 
ducer Ken Atchity, 
we're thrilled it’s on track.” 
TELEVISION 

has finally given 
Shield alum Glenn Closea 
how of her own—this 
summer's legal thriller 


Damages. Close will play 
| ahigh-stakes litigator 


who targets abillionaire 
CEO (Ted Danson). “She's 
extremely powerful,” says 
creator Todd A. Kessler, 
and very complicated,” 
—Vanessa Juarez, 

with additional reporting 
by Gregory Kirschling 


Dear Ketel One Drinker 
Please handle your bottle of 
Ketel One with care. 

It contains over three hundred 
year's of history. 


NEWS+NOT 


Forget Hug 


HBO's ENTOURAGE illustrates how to live well. Very, very well. In honor of the series’ return 
(April 8 at 10 p.m.) and the new AG Jeans clothing line that the show inspired, we’ve selected items guys—or the gals who 
love them—can purchase in order to channel their favorite character. Except Johnny Drama. His questionable 
style, perennial-loser status, and our limited space made him the natural choice for a Style Page shutout. Sorry, Drama. 
BY TIM STACK (ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY CARRIE BELL) 


VINCE 
Adrian Grenier 
“It's cool to be perceived as trend- 
setters. It doesn’t seem like most TV 
shows get clothing lines inspired by 
them. If someone wants to stock my 
closet with great jeans, | say, bring it.” 


Worn Free 
Tee, $40; 
wornfree.com 


Lacoste Vintage Track Jacket With 

Arm Stripes, $165; Lacoste Vintage 

Washed Piqué Polo in Menthol Green, $85; 
lacoste.com/usa for stores 


Nike Air Zoom 
Dunkesto, $110; 
niketown.com 


Prada 
Sunglasses, 


prada.com for 
stores 


ae 
Common 
Denominator 
PSP/GAME, $199.99; 
New Era Hat playstation.com for stores 
59FIFTY Style, 
$30-35; 


| ») N neweracap.com 


Paper Denim and 
Cloth LTD Bentley 
Jeans, $110; 
revolveclothing.com 


G Nn 8 Entourage Fashion Special 
Buy It Out. 


am law 


AG for 
Entourage 
Manager Tee, 
$75; 


Samsonite 
agjeans.com Luggage, 
for stores $240; 
samsoniteblack 
Lacoste Cohen label.com 
Shoes, $189; 
lacoste.com/usa 
for stores 
Gucci Tie, 
t = ees 
gueci.com 


as z 4 == 


= 
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Coach Legacy Nylon Common 

Cabin Bag, b : 

$498; coach.com Denominator \p 9 
BLACKBERRY 8800 Lyond nol 


SMARTPHONE, 
$299; cingular.com 


Y 
Bond No.9 
Cologne Chez 


Bond, $178; 
bondno9.com 
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ENGAGED 
Singer 
28, will 
tie the! knot 


d ® girl 
stylist Tameka Foster. 


SPLITS 


47, and 
her record-producer 
spouse Brian Blo: 
announced March 30 
that they’re divorcing 
after more than 2 
years of marriag 
On April 3, Scary Movie 
star 0, 
fledior tors hom 
herhusband, actor 
Benjamin Indra, 28. 
The couple wed nearly 
three years ago. 


BIRTHS 


Former Spice Girl 
31, 

welcomed her second 

daughter on April 3. 


DROPPED 


CMT announced 
March 29 that it will no 
longer air the Miss 
America Pageant, 
leaving the 86-year-old 


competition without a 
TV home for the second 
time since ABC 
abandoned the low- 
rated telecast in 2004. 


COURTS 


32-year-old woman 
was arrested March 29 
in front of the Beverly 
Hills mansion belong- 
ingto 44, 
and 


, 28, 
for violating 
arestraining 


4 order.In 
2006, the woman was 
also ordered to stay 
away from actor 


, 29, reached a 
separation agreement 


on March 29 in L.A. 
Sp Details 
about child 
i= a custody and 
i finances 


were not dis- 
closed. Spears filed for 
divorce on Nov. 7, 2006, 
citing irreconcilable 
differences.... Germany- 
based Constantin Film 
Produktion sued 

, 54, on April 2 


AKNIGHT IN SHINY SUNGLASSES 

People just can’t stop honoring Bono. He’s won 22 Grammys, 
he’s been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, and now the 
U2 rocker/activist, 46, is officially a knight of the British 
Empire. Bono (left) accepted the title on March 29 in 
Dublin—but don’t call him “Sir,” as that’s reserved for British 
citizens only. “Call me anything [else],” he joked. “Lord of 
lords, your demigodness, that'll do.” —Simon Vozick-Levinson 


in L.A. forbreach of 
contract. The company, 
which seeks $3 million 
in damages, claims the 
actor violated an oral 


agreement by dropping 
out of their movie, Pope 
Joan, two months 
before the shoot. Good- 
could not be 
reached for comment... 
On March 28, a British 
court threw out an 
appeal from The Holy 
Blood and the Holy Grail 
authors Michael 


man’s re} 


is Week in Sanjaya 


Sanjaya Malakar—the pitchless 17-year-old American Idol 
hopeful with the big, pearly grin—continues to drive America 
to the edge of despair. For this week's sappy slaughter of 
heek to Cheek,” he ditched the ponyhawkin favor of 

‘_aslicked-back coif anda blinding white suit (to match 
his teeth, of course). Once again, our country is divided: 
Onone side stand detractors suchas MySpace’s “J; 
who vowed to hunger-strike until Malakaris booted (a 


protest that was recently aborted). On the other? 

“Fanjayas” like Howard Stern, who encourages 

listeners to vote for the teen in an effort to ruin the Fox 
hit. Week 4 results were pending at press time, but so far 

\ the campaign seems to have been working. —TS 

y 


Baigent and Richard 
Leigh, who contend 
that , 42, stole 
their ideas for his novel 
The Da Vinci Code. 
The Black Eyed Pe 
(né Jaime Luis 
Gomez), 31, was arrest- 
ednear L.A.on March 
27 for an alleged DUI. 
Police say they found 
marijuana in his car 
after the 
singer was 


involved ina 
minor traffic 
ident. He 
was released on 000 
bail. Taboo’s lawyer did 
not return calls for 
comment... Ex-Family 
Ties star 

25, was arrested March 
28 in Colorado for 
allegedly assaulting 
girlfriend Lindsey 


a 


Dunavan, 25, who was 
also apprehended. She 
told police thathe 
choked her; Bonsall 
claims she attacked 
him witha knife.... 


arrested for disturbing 


the peace ata 
concertin 

Sheboygan, Wis. after 
she pointed him out in 
the crowd. In 2004, the 
3-year-old singer filed 
astalking complaint 
against him, but it was 
subsequently dropped. 


DEATHS 


Producer 
Gighlander), 
64, after an accidental 
fall in his home, March 
18, in Boise, Idaho... 
Western star 
(ays of Old 
¢ Cheyenne), 
85, of natu- 


West Palm 
\a.... Grammy- 
nominated 

70, who penned 


the 1969 hit “Morning 
Girl” forhis group 
Neon Philharmonic, of 
aheart attack, March 
16, in Nashville. 
—Tanner Stransky, with 
additional reporting by 
Stewart Allen 
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INCLUDES NEVER-BEFORE: SEEN FOOTAGE! _ 


i SPIDER-MAN == | 
Sel 


SEE THE ALL NEW 


EXTENDED CUT OF 
SsrPrinvndeR-mArn— 


WITH 8 MINUTES OF ——— 
NEVER-BEFORE-SEEN FOOTAGE! 
INCLUDING EXTENDED FIGHT SEQUENCES! 


AND A 


SNEAK PEEK 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Blond ambition: 
Layigne in her 
“Gigiffiend” video 


not Simon. “Part of me wanted to be like, ‘Okay... 
no,’” smirks the Canadian singer, known for her 
middle-finger salutes and angry lyrics (sample: 
“T don’t like your girlfriend/I think you need a 
new one,” from her new single, “Girlfriend”). Yet 
she swears she was “trying to be polite.” “Even if 
they were brutal, I would give them their two 
songs,” Lavigne says, the picture of sweetness on 
an L.A. garden swing, “I didn’t want to be mean.” 

Lavigne may have spared the wannabe band 
members, but she certainly didn’thold back when 
itcame to writing her third CD, The Best Damn 
Thing, the singer’s most aggressive, in- 


your-face effort yet, And she didn’ttake “| Clon 


kindly to the help that was offered by 


Cliff Fabri. Within a few months, Lavigne was 
singing for then Arista Records head “L.A.” Reid, 
who offered her a deal almost immediately, se- 
curing her decision to drop out of school, 

Lavigne’s rise to the top happened almost as 
quickly, thanks to the sing-along success of her 
debut single, “Complicated.” But it wasn’t long 
before her co-writers alleged in Rolling Stone 
that the singer didn’t have much ofa hand in 
penning her songs: “Avril would come in and sing 
a few melodies, change a word here or there,” 
said Lauren Christy, a member of the production 
team the Matrix, which worked with her on such 
early hits as “Sk8er Boi” and “I’m With You.” 

“T wanted to cry,” Lavigne remembers, “When 
you create something, and someone takes that 
away from you, it’s like [they’re taking away] 
your baby.” Her side of the story? “Lauren and I 
would sing melodies and write lyrics together in 
the backyard on the blanket under an orange 
tree, and we hada great time. It was like a family. 
But...they said some things and burned a bridge.” 
Indignant, Lavigne adds, “I’m the biggest thing 
that ever happened to them, so they basically 
f---ed themselves over.” 

Christy, who, with the Matrix, has since written 
songs for Nick Lachey and Hilary Duff, tells EW: 
“It seems we may have a difference of opinion as 
to what happened in the studio, Thankfully, 
some truly great, defining music came from our 
work together.” In Lavigne’s defense, 
Walker says, “Not only does she write 
her owns---, [but] I’m constantly 


her label, RCA. “I told my manager: I’m need amazed at what she comes up with.” 
doing this on my own!” recalls Lavigne, a nyone "Ss These days, the part-time actress 
who managed to persuade BMG exec aay (2006's Fast Food Nation marked 
Clive Davis to let her work unsuper- opinion, Lavigne’s screen acting debut) has 
vised, “I remember the label trying to advice, happily seized control of her career, 
be sneaky. They wanted to put this She won’t even admit to being pissed 
[A&R] guy on my project. They were or hel p . off in the studio when recording those 
like, ‘Atleast meet him,’ and I said no. I | have angst-ridden tunes. As Lavigne tells 
don’t need anyone's opinion, advice, or it, it’s all about having a good laugh, 
Dolpa ny sutision Mane My OWN boosted byabit oflimoncello, The 
my songs.” Neither Davis nor RCA re- vision. partylike atmosphere was filmed 


sponded to calls for comment. 

“The thing about Avril is, she knows what she 
wants and makes sure you know,” says Butch 
Walker, co-producer of Lavigne’s Under My Skin 
(2004) and one of her picks to work on Damn 
Thing. “And,” he adds playfully, “Ihave no room 
to argue since I didn’t sell [24] million records.” 

Not bad for the former Napanee, Ontario, 
high schooler who might have been voted Most 
Likely to Get Detention, Fortunately, the teen 
liked singing almost as much as skipping school, 
partying, and drinking, In 1998, she won a local 
radio contest and got to sing on stage with Shania 
Twain. After that, the 15-year-old somehow per- 
suaded her strict Christian parents to chaperone 
her to New York along with her first manager, 
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fora limited-edition DVD, which, 

Lavigne says, “is so f---ing cool. [I’m] running 
around... skateboarding...going into the booth... 
singing and drinking.” 

So howhas this twentysomething, who lives 
in Hollywood with new husband, Sum 41’s Deryck 
Whibley, 27, managed toavoidaBritney-type melt- 
down? “I’ma strong person,” Lavigne explains. 
“You either have a good head on yourshoulders 
or you don’t.” She makesit clear thatsheparties 
“inmoderation, andI don’tdo drugs. MaybeI’ll 
[drink] foran entire week, thenIwon’tdoitfora 
month. Justso you know, I’mnotall about that.” 

Besides, “I wasn’t drunk the whole record,” 
she says. “But I sing fine when I am, The harder 
songs are fun to sing wasted.” @ 


Avril 
Lavigne’s 
Must List 


From Pistols to 


Peaches, the music that 


getsunderherskin, 


The Sex Pistols 
“They're the Sex 
Pistols. What more 
needs to be said?” 


blink-182 


“Llove all their CDs and 


still listen to them. | 


keep them all in my car." 


‘Sing Sing Death 
House,’ the 
Distillers 2002 


“It's one of my favorite 


records of all time. 
I ove Brody [Dalle]. 
She's the ultimate 
punk-rock chick.” 


Alanis Morissette 
I've been listening to 
her since grade school. 


She's f---ing smart and 


Hove her lyrics.” 


Peaches 

“She's one of my 
favorite female artists. 
Iwas on Marilyn 
Manson's tour bus, and 
he was listening to 
Peaches, and | was like, 


‘Wow, this Is awesome: 


MARTIN LAWRENCE 4 
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AMCNUOMENI PaeNs: 


Meet celebrity therapist 
Di Elizabetn Goode 


EVERY WEDNESDAY at 11:00 PM et/pt on STARZ: PREMIERES APRIL 18. 


From the hard-hitting comedians of Martin Lawrence Presents 1st Amendment Stand Up, 
to the insults and insanity of The Bronx Bunny Show and Head Case, these are exclusive original series with bite. 


INSIDE HOLLYWOOD. van 


starz 


macy 4 


SPOTLIGHT 


Who | Was Then 
by IAN ZIERING 


Before donning tight black pants for 
‘Dancing With the Stars,’ he sporteda 
curly mullet on Beverly Hills, 90210’ 


Ziering in 90270's: 
7990 pilot 


| had been working in an aquarium store in 
New Jersey, worried about spending 38 
bucks on a pair of jeans at the Gap, and 
thinking that if acting didn’t work out | would 
learn how to import saltwater fish for the 
aquarium industry. I've always loved fish 
tanks. When | got the job [on 90270], oh, 

my God, | was so excited! | was 28 years old, 
playing 16. And | wasn't the oldest in the 
cast either. | just kept my mouth shut. 

| thought: If they're going to buy it, I'm going to 
sell it. [Today] | see the show and I'm like, 


“What am | wearing? What's with that hair- 
Kevi n pDacey do? Didn't | havea friend? Ora miror?" 
Having relocated to London in 2004, Kevin Spacey is officially fluent in 
Brit-speak. “There’s always a fear that you're going to go pear-shaped and 
forget,” says the actor, 47, of his concern that something could go wrong on 
stage. The fear is present for the Oscar winner (American Beauty, The 


Usual Suspects) as he preps for the April 9 Broadway opening of A Moon for 
the Misbegotten. It’s his third outing as a Eugene O'Neill antihero and his 


first New York gig since being named artistic director of London’s Old Vic Tracie 

theater. Here, the expat talks about life on and off the stage. —Karen Leigh Thoms 

The O'Neill ha ffair with the pla Bei! is dying to 
cerns a cornile ansifillenaawaland Gaales andeonteadics work with... 3 
tions, and yet you never feel like he’s judging them,” says Spacey, whohas | Don Cheadle E 
also starred in The Iceman Cometh and Long Day's Journey Into Night. “| remember when Don Cheadle i 


F : Re condaicndowinen aie aanh entered my consciousness,” says Cold 
fun, there’s always something to do,” says the museum junkie. Still, ‘Iam Coss ocular Thome, whe © current in 


: tees Grindhouse. “I was in college, headed 
sort of in full-blown love being back in [New York City]. It’s all smiles: forthe [aia] sahvels Sons paiaries 


and shower caddy in my hands—and 


or—cum— 


to me that it become a destination theater, and not just because people H ‘ona schedule, That's a powerful actor!” 
associate it with me.” He adds, laughing, “I can’t take all the good parts.” i 


s Spacey plays aNorth Pole etiticnen oo this cable movie Rebound caught : 
in Fred Claus, an resin Vince Vaughn Christmas comedy which— my eye. | figured I'd watch a few : 
conveniently—shot in London. “It was relatively easy for me.” seconds, but | got so sucked in! | sat 5 

r through the entire movie. Don just stopped H 
Still acey's “It’s important me in my tracks and made me forget | was H 
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Treating Bipolar Disorder 
» Takes Understanding: 


You’ve been up and down with mood swings. 
You want to move forward. Maybe ABILIFY can help: 


© Control your symptoms of bipolar mania 
® Stabilize your mood 
© Reduce your risk of manic relapse 


Most patients taking ABILIFY did not gain weight or feel drowsy, 
(See most common side effects listed below) 


ABILIFY is used to treat manic or mixed episodes in adults with 
Bipolar I Disorder and maintain efficacy in patients whose symptoms 
have been controlled on ABILIFY for 6 weeks. 


How ABILIFY is thought to work: 


ABILIFY may work by adjusting dopamine activity, 
instead of completely blocking it and by adjusting 
serotonin activity. However, the exact way any 

medicine for bipolar disorder works is unknown. 


Individual sul ay vary : 


wwwabilify.com polardisorder 


-AOiVaverage, in short-term trials, patients reported: meaningful weight. gain, ABILIFY 3%, 
placebo, 2%; drowsiness, ABIFY 12%, placebo 8%, Sha 


What important information about ABILIFY do | need to know? © If you have diabetes, risk factors for, or symptoms of diabetes, increases in blood 
Elderly patients diagnosed with psychosis as a result of dementia (for example, ‘sugar levels have been reported with medicines like ABILIFY. In some cases these 
an inability to perform daily activities as a result of increased memory loss), and were serious and resulted in coma or death 

wie are korea with atypical anaerchate eceees Lae) ee re ate If you have lightheadedness, seizures, trouble swallowing, or suicidal thoughts 

tients who are with a F ‘ 

placebo (sugar pil). ABILIFY isnot approved fr the treatment of patients with tS important to tell your healthcare professional about al the medicines you'e taking, 

dementia-related psychosis, Since there are some risks for drug interactions with ABILIFY. 

Serious side effects can occur with any antipsychotic medicine, including ABILIFY. Tell You should avoid alcohol while taking ABILIFY, 

your doctor or healthcare professional right away if you have or develop any conditions ‘Do not drive or operate heavy machinery until you know how ABILIFY affects you. 

Or side effects, such es: “bulic What are the most common side effects of ABILIFY? 

Very high fever, rigid muscles, shaking, confusion, sweating, or increased heart rate Common side effects include: constipation, an inner sense of restlessness or need 
and blood pressure may be signs of neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS), to move (akathisia), headache, nausea, upset stomach, vomiting, agitation, anxiety, 
which is rare but potentialy fatal insomnia, sleepiness, lightheadedness, and tremor. 

© Abnormal or uncontrollable facial movements may be signs of tardive dyskinesia 
(1D), which may be permanent Ifyou or someone you know needs el paying for medicine, call -868-4PPA NOW | FT) 

© If you are elderly, an increased risk of stroke or ministroke has been reported in (1-€88-477-2669).0r go to ww. pparx.org 
clinical trials for elderly patients with dementia 


Please read additional IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ABILIFY on the following page. 
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ABILIFY 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ABILIFY: 


(aripiprazole) 


5,10, 15,20, 30 mg Tablets 


This summary of the Package Insert contains risk and safety information for 
patients about ABILIFY, This summary does not include all information about 
ABILIFY and does not take the place of discussions with your doctor or healthcare 
professional about your treatment, Please read this important information before 
you start taking ABILIFY and discuss any questions about ABILIFY with your dootor 
or healthcare professional. 


Name 
ABILIFY® (a-BIL-i-fi) (oripiprazole) (air--P1P-ra-zll) 


What is ABILIFY? 
ABILIFY is a prescription medicine used to treat patients with an acute manic 

or mixed episode associated with Bipolar | Disorder and for maintaining efficacy 
in these patients who have been stabilized and then maintained for at least 

sik weeks, 


What is Bipo! Disorder? 

Bipolar | Disorder Is an illness with symptoms thought to be caused by an 
imbalance of brain chemicals. People who have Bipolar | Disorder tend to 
experience extreme mood swings, along with other specific symptoms and 
behaviors, These mood swings, or “episodes,” can take three forms: manic, 
depressive, or mixed episodes. Common symptoms of a manic episode are: 
feeling extremely happy, being very irritable and anxious, talking too fast and too 
much, and having more energy and needing less sleep than usual, Common 
symptoms of a depressive episode include: feelings of overwhelming sadness or 
emptiness, low energy, a loss of interest In things, trouble concentrating, changes 
in sleep or appetite, and thoughts of dying or suicide, A mixed episode includes 
symptoms that are both manic and depressive, 


Who should not take ABILIFY? 
People who are allergic to ABILIFY or to any substance that is in it. Please talk 
with your doctor or healthcare professional, 


What important information should | know about 
ABILIFY? 

Elderly patients, diagnosed with psychosis as a result of dementia (for example, 
an inability to perform daily activities as a result of Increased memory loss), and 
who are treated with atypical antipsychotic medicines including ABILIFY, are at 
an increased risk of death when compared to patients who are treated with a 
placebo (sugar pill). ABILIFY is not approved for the treatment of patients with 
dementia-related psychosis, 


Serious side effects can occur with any antipsychotic medicine, including 
ABILIFY. Tell your doctor or healthcare professional right away if you have any 
conditions or side effects, including the following: 


Neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS): Very high fever, rigid 
muscles, shaking, confusion, sweating, or increased heart rate and blood pressure 
may be signs of NMS, a rare but serious side effect that could be fatal. 


Tardive dyskinesia (TD): Abnormal or uncontrollable facial movements 
may be signs of a serious condition known as TD, which may be permanent, 


Elderly patients with dementia: An increased risk of stroke and 
ministroke has been reported in a clinical study of elderly patients with dementia 
(for example, increased memory loss and inability to perform daily activities). 
ABILIFY is not approved for treating patients with dementia, 


Dial Patients with diabetes and those having risk factors for diabetes 
(for example, obesity, family history of diabetes), as well as those with symptoms 
‘such as unexpected increases in thirst, urination, or hunger should have their 
blood sugar levels checked before and during treatment. Increases in blood 
‘sugar levels (hyperglycemia), in some cases serious and associated with coma 
or death, have been reported in patients taking medicines like ABILIFY. 


Orthostatic hypotension: Lightheadedness or faintness caused by a 
sudden change in heart rate and blood pressure when rising too quickly from a 
sitting or lying position (orthostatic hypotension) has been reported with ABILIFY. 


Dysphagia: Medicines like ABILIFY have been associated with swallowing 
problems (dysphagia). If you had or have swallowing problems, you should tell 
your doctor or healthcare professional, 


Suicidal thoughts: If you have suicidal thoughts, you should tell your 
doctor or healthcare professional right away. 


What should I tell my doctor or healthcare professional 

before I start taking ABILIFY (aripiprazole)? 

Information about your overall health, and any medical problems you may 

have, such as: 

‘© Whether you're taking any other prescription or nonprescription 
(over-the-counter) medicines 

‘© Whether you're pregnant, plan to become pregnant, or are breast-feeding 

* If you or anyone In your family has had seizures 

* If you or anyone in your family has had high blood sugar or diabetes 


What should | avoid when taking ABILIFY? 

* Avoid overheating and dehydration 

* Avoid driving or operating hazardous machinery until you know 
how ABILIFY affects you 

© Avoid drinking alcohol 

* Avoid breast-feeding an infant 


What are the common side effects of ABILIFY? 
Common side effects include: constipation, an inner sense of restlessness or need 
to move (akathisia), headache, nausea, upset stomach, vomiting, agitation, anxiety, 
trouble sleeping (Insomnia), sleepiness, lightheadedness, and tremor, 


What percentage of people stopped taking ABILIFY due 
to side effects? 

In clinical trials, the percentage of people who discontinued taking ABILIFY due to 
side effects was similar for patients treated with ABILIFY (11%) and for patients 
treated with sugar pill (9%). 


Can | safely take ABILIFY while I'm taking other 
medications? 

ABILIFY can be taken with most drugs; however, taking ABILIFY with some 
medicines may require your doctor or healthcare professional to adjust the dosage 
of ABILIFY, 


‘These medicines* include: 

© ketoconazole (NIZORAL®) 

© quinidine (QUINIDEX®) 

« fluoxetine (PROZAC®) 

© paroxetine (PAXIL®) 

© carbamazepine (TEGRETOL®) 


{tis important to tell your doctor or healthcare professional about all the medicines 
you're taking, Just to be sure. 


General Information: 

* ABILIFY Is usually taken once a day, with or without food 

* ABILIFY should be kept out of the reach of children and pets 

* Store ABILIFY Tablets and Oral Solution at room temperature 

© For patients who must limit their sugar intake, be aware that ABILIFY Oral 
Solution contains sugar 

«If you have additional questions, talk to your doctor or healthcare professional 


Find out more about ABILIFY: 
Please visit our website at www.abilify.comv/bipolardisorder 
“NIZORAL is registered trademark of Janssen Pharmaceutca; QUINIDEX is registered trademark of Wyeth 


Pharmacouticls; PROZAC is a regsterad trademark of El Lily and Company; PAXIL s a reglsteed trademark 
of GlaxeSmithkline; TEGRETOL isa registered trademark of Novartis Pharmaceuticals 


Based on Full Prescribing Information 1191707A4, 


€B Bristol-Myers Squibb © Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc, 
‘Tablets manufactured by Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co, Ltd., Tokyo, 101-8535 Japan or 

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 USA, 

(ral Sliton manutctured by Bristol-Myers Squlb Company, reson, Ny 08543 USA. 

Dicrutes and marketed by Otska America Pharmaceutical nc, Rohl, MO 20850 USA 

‘Marketed by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 USA. 

©2006 Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, inc,, Rockville, MD 
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IT’S NOT REALITY TV 
Truthfully, one of the 
things that make this 
different than any- 
thing on TV is the atti- 
tude we have toward 
the people and the sto- 
ries. We're not making 
fun of them. We're 
trying to tell their sto- 
ries in acomplicated 
way, Ours really 
isaministry of love, 


RADIO VS. TV 
Ican talk longer on 
’,_ the radio because 


What’s on My Mind 


IRAGLASS 


we don’t have to find 
things to look at while 
Ym talking. [On TV], 
it’s more compressed 
and poetic. We get 
way more assured 
over the course of 
the six episodes. I 
think the last two 
[airing April 19 and 26, 
10:30 p.m.] are the 
best in the series. 


CHICAGO VS. NYC 

I'd get recognized ex- 
actly one time aday in 
Chicago. It sounds 


like an exaggeration, 
but it actually isn’t. 
In New York, I'm 
never recognized 
ever. People here 
don’tlisten to radioin 
the same way because 
they’re notin their 
cars. [But NYC has] 
better takeout food. 


HOW DO1 LOOK? 

They hired [me] astyl- 
ist who also does, like, 
Katie Couric. T’ve got. 
to say, oncé you have a, 
person who comes to 


To bring the quirky storytelling of public radio’s cult hit This American Life to Showtime, its 
horn-rimmed host, 48, had to transplant his show from Chicago to New York. BY ARI KARPEL 


your workplace with 
abunch of clothes for 
you to try on, shop- 
ping the normal way 
really seems annoying. 


MR. GLASS’ GLASSES 
Tbought them not 
long after I moved to 
Chicago [from Wash- 
ington, D.C.] in 1989, 
These are literally 
the same frames. I've 
tried to replace them— 
butit’s impossible to 
find ones that look 
like them. 


SPOTLIGHT 


NAME-DROPPER 

I work with all these 
people [on the radio 
show] who suddenly 
became insanely 
famous. When I met 
David Sedaris, he had 
never published any- 
thing. John Hodg- 
man—who's so weirdly 
recognizable because 
of those Mac ads— 
was doing his reading 
series. And OK Go 
didn’t have a record 
contract. It’sjust 
very strange. 


PHOTOGRAPH BY ALESSANDSA PETLIN 
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THE  SERIESFINALE Soe eee 
ares pis or le eet Sopranos,’ 


by Josh Wolk >: : 
Photograph by Anthony Mandler ~ = 


dareR TAN eRT weEKey 20” 


nscreen, Tony Soprano’s extended 
family is half biological, half diabolical. But 
on location for the revered HBO gangster 
saga’s top secret series-finale episode, a 
third, behind-the-scenes Sopranos clan 
waits behind the camera. It’s a chilly March 
night, and James Gandolfini and Jamie- 
Lynn Sigler are filming a characteristically 
heartfelt but head-butting daddy/daughter 
conversation between Tony and Meadow in a SoHo Japanese 
restaurant. During camera setups, Gandolfini wanders to the 
rear of the eatery, away from his TV offspring, and begins mis- 
chievously lobbing Altoids at the head of his real-life 7-year-old 
son, Michael, Sitting directly to the left of Michael is Sopranos 
creator David Chase, who is directing the finale next to his wife 
and childhood sweetheart, Denise. The lines separating relation 
by blood, script, and time card have all vanished. After shooting 
six and a half seasons in 10 years, everyone here is considered— 
in the show’s parlance—“family.” They've been through 
countless “Greatest TV Drama Ever!” deifications, and almost 
as many “It’s not as good as it used to be!” critical backlashes. 
They’ve seen death pools gamble on their whack-prone 
characters (see sidebar), and watched TV give birth to numer- 
ous tough-talking antiheroes clearly inspired by their own 
show. The cast, crew, extended relations—they’re close as kin, 
brothers in arms, friends 4-eva... e Yet in two weeks, when pro- 
duction on the last of these nine episodes (which premiere 
April 8 at 9 p.m.) is finished, they’d better find themselves anew 
gang. Show’s over, don’t let the Bada hit you in the Bing on your 
way out. Because Chase, the family’s capo di tutti capi—the 

man who shapes all the threats that come out of Tony’s mouth, 
the dreams that come out of his head, the bullets that 


30 APRIL 13, 2007 


come out of his minions’ guns—is done. He’s not 
unsentimental, but after controlling and inspect- 
ingevery aspect of 86 episodes, he’s spent. “A point 
will come when I'll think, ‘Oh, man, I miss those 
people, I miss that process,’” says Chase between 
takes. But right now? “It'll feel like relief... Cre- 
atively, artistically—it’s finished.” And while the 
rest of his cast is in an extended state of say it ain’t 
so mourning, Gandolfini is right behind Chase on 
his way out the door. Though he is careful to say 
how important the show and cast are to him, Gan- 
dolfini doesn’t seem plagued by any rueful nostal- 
gia. “We're all gonna see each other,” he says, the 
sound of his foot tapping almost as loud ashis voice. 
“But for me, personally, it’s time to go.” 


ut how will the show go out? Bru- 

tally, bloodily, and loudly, like Joe Pan- 

toliano’s Ralph Cifaretto? Or abruptly 
and senselessly, with a pathetic whimper, like Adri- 
ana’s pocket dog, fatally sat upon by a drug-addled 
Christopher? During last year’s polarizing first half 
of season 6, some fans and critics—salivating for a 
wild wind-down—complained of meandering plot- 
lines, suchas Tony’s alternate-reality comastate, or 
Vito’s Johnny Cakes detour to New Hampshire. On. 
aDVD commentary for one of those 2006 episodes, 
Chase referenced that criticism by sarcastically 
introducing The Sopranos as “the famous show 
where nothing happens,” and his sneer was visible 
even on an audio track. Merely mentioning it on 
the set exasperates him all over again, and he cites 
last year’s ninth episode, which revolved around a 
mishap atan Italian street festival involving Janice 
and herbaby girl. “Someone said, ‘Soan amusement- 
parkride breaks, that’s what The Sopranosis about 
now?” Chase, 61, shakes his head, his weary eyes 
even wearier. “That episode was about the need for 
stimulation. People have an emptiness within them, 
and you need to be stimulated and do something. 
Not only that, but Paulie Walnuts saw the Virgin 
Mary! That’snothinghappening? I don'tknow what 
tosay.” He laughs, but itis not the laugh ofa man who 
has put this behind him. “The thing is,” he adds, 
flashing a wicked grin, “I'll say, ‘You want to see 
nothing? And I'll do less. Sometimes it’s hard not to 
enjoy that you're irritating some people.” 

Is that a threat? Will The Sopranos end with a 
nine-episode arc of Tony painting his basement 
in real time? Chase won't go that far: The notori- 
ously secretive master plotter has revealed that 
Tony’s truce with acting New York boss Phil Leo- 
tardo (Frank Vincent) will start to fray, and that 
Christopher’s (Michael Imperioli) slasher movie 
will finally be finished. (More plot details on page 
34, and review on page 63.) But when it comes to 
the series finale—always a near-impossible land- 
ing to stick for beloved shows—Chase is dead set 
against yielding to demand fora definitive period 


at the end of the series’ sentence. (A jail sentence? 
A death sentence?) Chase has always said The 
Sopranos isn’t a morality tale, and he has no 
interest in the tidy TV tradition of tying up all 
loose ends. After all, people have been asking him 
for nearly six years what happened to the Rus- 
sian who escaped from Paulie and Christopher in 
the Pine Barrens, and he’s still confounded by the 
question. “I remember David saying, I don’tknow 
what happened to him,” says Imperioli. “In TV 
everyone's used to closure, but David said in life 
things happen and they're a big deal while you're 
going through it, but they don’talways resolve and 
they kind of drift out of your consciousness. He’d 
rather the show be more like life.” 

Chase came up with the endgame about four 
years ago. “There'll be people who will like the 
finale, and people who won't like it,” shrugs Chase. 
“But I think that if people look at what the show 
was, or could even watch the whole story again, 
they'll understand what the ending is.” Keeping 
The Sopranos consistent is, as always, Chase’s top 
priority. He oversees everything, from writing 
the final polish on all scripts to supervising the 
editing of each episode. (He directed the pilot, 
but his time-consuming control has since kept 
him from such duty until the finale, providing a 
nice bookend for the series.) “He agonizes over the 
show,” says Paramount chief and Sopranos exec- 
utive producer Brad Grey. “I’ve never seen anyone 
give as much attention to detail and care for every 
component ofa show as David.” 


But more pressing than the fatigue was the fact 
that in his mind, the story was finished. “I felt we’d 
really done it,” says Chase, who plans—after a vaca- 
tion—to pursue his longtime goal of directing a 
movie. (He once mentioned to EW his desire to do 
apsychological thriller, and Grey hopes to lure him 
to Paramount.) “These characters don’t have much 
in the way of goals that they're trying to achieve. The 
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adults are rooted in their spot, they stay in their own 
neighborhoods. They don’ttry any extreme skiing or 
anything like that,” he laughs. “There’s not much 
you can dowith them without jumping the shark.” 

You could forgive his cast for not believing him 
when, before the sixth season began, he announced 
this would be the last one. He'd said the same thing 
before three of the previous five seasons. And then 
he ended up stretching this sixth cycle from its usual 
13 episodes to 21 episodes, split into two parts. Edie 
Falco (Tony's suffering but enabling wife, Carmela) 
held out hope that this was just another false alarm. 
“It does take him a while to talk himself into be- 
lieving that he can find the story lines,” she says. 
“He ends up saying, ‘I can do this, and this..’” But 
they all soon realized this wasn’ta decision that was 
going to change. “In the past, he maybe felt like he 
couldn’t do it anymore,” says HBO chairman and 


Gandolfini organizes 
asit-down; and 

he gets cooking with 
Imperioli (below) 
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>) TH RILLED TO DEATH They came. They saw. They got 


1. Ralph Cifaretto 
(Season 4, "Whoever Did 
This") Believing Ralphie 
started the stable fire that 
claimed his beloved horse, 
Tony throttled the loose- 
cannon captain to death in 
a savage kitchen show- 
down. While chopping up 
the body, Christopher 
made a grisly discovery: 
Ralphie rocked a hairpiece. 
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Schirripa, Gandolfini, 
and Sirico play the 
cards they're Healt 


CEO Chris Albrecht. “But this was, Idon’t want to 
do this anymore. I know where I want to end itand 
Iwant to get to that ending.” 


n late February, at Zhe Sopranos’ base in 

Queens’ Silvercup Studios (which houses all the 

interior sets, such as the Soprano home, the Bada 
Bing! backroom, and Dr. Melfi’s office), the cast and 
producers gathered around a square of folding 
tables for the read-through of the final script—the 
pointwhenall the actors speak their lines aloud for 
the first time. At the end of the previous 85 read- 
throughs, everyone clapped and rushed offeither to 
go theirseparate ways or to get back to filming, When 
No. 86 was done, people clapped...and then nobody 
moved, stunned into silence at the realization that 
this would be their last such gathering, “There was 
probably a good three minutes of silence,” remem- 
bers Sigler. “Nobody wanted to get up, nobody want- 
edit to feel like it was the end. We wanted David to 
turn tous and say, Just kidding! We're 
more!"” Says Aida Turturro, who plays Tony’s sis 


PR ot 
2. Sal “Big Pussy” 3. Richie Aprile 
Bonpensiero (Season 2, “The Knight in 


(Season 2, “Funhouse”) 
Tony & Co. took their “broth 
er”-turned-informant ona 
boat ride of no retum. After a 
few awkward tequila shots 
and poignant pleadings by 
Pussy (“Not in the face, 
okay?”),a torn-up Tony 
pulled the trigger, sending 
Sal to sleep with the fishes, 


White Satin Armor”) We 
all suspected Aprile was 
toast once Tony authorized 
ahit on him, but who knew 
that fiancée Janice would 
be the one to pull the 
trigger? When Richie 
punched her in the mouth, 
a stunned Janice unloaded 
two bullets into his chest, 


Janice, “You havea group of very bigmouthed peo- 
ple there, me beingone of them, and I couldn’tspeak.” 
Barring the occasional unexpected whacking 
(Mikey Palmice, we hardly knew yal), The Sopranos 
has been a wonderfully safe haven for its cast. Job 
stability and orgasmic reviews? Not a bad way to 
spend 10 years.) And now hing. “It’s like 
we're reaching the end of acliff,” says the soft-spo- 
ken and most un-Uncle-Junior-like Dominic Chi- 
anese about the final days of shooting. “We're gonna 
fly and take off.” Some people are grabbing sou- 
venirs: Chianese is hoping to hold on to Junior’s 
storm-windo' ze glass ‘alco nabbed a“hideous 
wall hanging with shells and a sea horse” from the 
Soprano family kitchen (“I decided Carmela made 
itin craft class”); and Lorraine Bracco has laid claim 
to Dr. Melfi’s whole office, And then there are future 
plans to be made: Falco wants a break from TV and 
is considering doing a play; Imperioli is shooting a 
comedy in Iceland and developing anothe ies 
with HBO; and Steven Van Zandt (Silvio) is going 
back to his day job in music, where he mu 
sionally answer to another famous New Jer: 
(The acting world is “too cutthroat,” hes 
Sirico (Paulie Walnuts), he wants it known he’s 

open toasitcom in New York: “Something like an Un- 
cle Carmine who just got out o} after 20 years. 
Maybe he's living with Kelly Ripa, his daughter. Fun- 
Butall of them would be happy to give all 
those opportunities up for more Sopranos. “As far 
as I’m concerned, you could follow these characters 
for the rest of their live d it would, I hope, be at 
leasta little bit interesting, 
my show. lambutacog, and I tri 
thestory is done, then we're done.” At the very least, 
Sirico demands a movie version. “Especially be- 
cause they’re [in talks] to shoot Sex and the City on 


5. Matt Bevilaqua 
(Season 2, "From 

Where to Eternity") This 
frightened wannabe 
mobster pissed himself 
while being interrogated 
by Tony. So the Boss gave 
the kid a diet soda and 
assured him that he 
wasn't a dead man. Then 
he and Big Pussy pumped 
him full of bullets. 


4. Tony Blundetto 
(Season 5, “All Due 
Respect”) Tony S’s ex- 
con cousin tried to go 
straight by becoming a 
masseur. But when he 
killed the brother of Phil 
Leotardo, Tony S. made 
the agonizing choice to rub 
out Tony B. with a shotgun 
rather than hand him over 
for painful retribution. 


the bigscreen,” he rants. “How dare they? Am I right?” 

Should The Sopranos ever really head to the big 
screen, they may have to recast the part of Tony. 
The 45-year-old Gandolfini sounds unwavering 
about his desire to leave the character behind. “It’s 
afunny show, butit’s a harsh f---ing show,” he says. 
“You stay in that worlda lot, you want to take a bath 
afterwards. David really cuts to the essence of pri- 
mates: a little insult, you pick the lice off me the 
wrong way, and it’s all kind of s---, man.” And as 
Tony, he’s been violent, pensive, emotional, tor- 
tured—and alwaysat the center of this animal fren- 
zy,ademanding proposition. “Energy is part of what 
makes this show,” says Turturro. “James doesn’t 
get enough credit for its success. Year after year and 
scene after scene, he works so hard.” 

The actor likens himself to a sponge, and every 
day he’s had to come in and wring himself out. “Play- 
ing somebody 80 hours a week, you wonder if it’s 
shaping you while you're shapingit,” he says—a for- 
midable question considering the similarities 
between the actor and character. “I had certain 
aridiculous temper for no reason, like a child,” 
‘Actually, as the character was working on 
that, I was working on it through the character. A 
lot of the s--- Tony found out in therapy helped me: 
Depression is anger turned inward, all that stuff.” 
For the last two seasons, Gandolfini’s considered 
moving on, but Chase always convinced him there 
‘was more to say, “I don’t think we went on too long,” 
says the actor, “But if we kept going, we would.” 

While Gandolfini and Chase may be ready to go, 
fans can’thelp but look for any hint of waffling that 
might provide hope that The Sopranos might some- 
how, someway, someday come back. Like this entry 
buried in Chase's résumé: The onetime scribe for 
The Rockford Files, which ended in 1980, wrote a 


7. Fabian “Febby” 
Petrulio 

(Season 1, "College") On 
a college visit with Mead- 
ow, Tony schooled a Wit- 
ness Protection informant 
in revenge by viciously 
strangling him with a 

cord. A gutsy move fora 
fledgling show to have its 
protagonist murder some- 
one—with his bare hands. 


6. Adriana La Cerva 
(Season 5, “Long Term 
Parking”) Even more heart- 
breaking than watching 
conflicted snitch Adriana 
be choked to near death by 
Christopher was witness- 
ing her terrifying realization 
that the seemingly sym- 
pathetic Silvio had driven 
them into the woods to 
silence her for good. 


1996 reunion TV movie for James Garner called 
The Rockford Files: Punishment and Crime. Aha! So 
maybe he does always come back! Explain that, Mr. 
Finale! “Frankly,” says Chase, sticking a shiv in our 
fantasy, “I think we should have left Rockford in 
the’70s. And I wouldn’t make that mistake again.” 

Andyet...“That doesn’tmean I would rule it out,” 
he adds. What's that?!?Stop the presses! Maybe Tony 
Sirico is onto something after all! Chase sighs. “The 
reason I’m so cautious about this is, I say these 
things, and then they say, ‘David Chase is jerking 
our chain. He's trying to lead us on that maybe there 
will be a Sopranos movie.’ I'm not.” His voice rises 
with the same frustrated emphasis that Al Gore’s 
gets when he says for the thousandth time that he 


© “SOMETIMES IT’S HARD NOT TO ENJOY 
THAT YOU’RE IRRITATING SOME PEOPLE,” 
SAYS ‘SOPRANOS’ CREATOR CHASE. 


does not intend to run for president. “There is no 
plan. I don’t think we should do one. But everybody 
reserves the right to change their mind at some 
time, or miss something and want to go back to it. 
I’mrealistic enough not to rule that out, but I would 
say the chances are really unlikely.” 

Gandolfini may not want to carry his alter ego for- 
ward, but what about looking back? Any regrets over 
the past six seasons? “I wish we didn’t kill Vinnie 
Pastore [Big Pussy],” says the actor. “He was a great 
character,” Anyone else? “No,” he says with asmirk. 
“Everyone else should have n’ died. Sooner.” 

For exclusive intelon the show’s characters, turn 
the page; and to find out why Edie Falco never looks 
ina mirror while dressed as Carmela, and other 
secrets of ‘The Sopranos,’ go to ew.com/sopranos. 


wean 
8. Dominic “Fat 
Dom” Gamiello 
(Season 6, "Cold Stones") 
After Fat Dom made some 
ill-timed cracks at Satri- 
ale's about the deceased 
Vito, the next crack was. 
on his skull, courtesy of 
Silvio, while Carlo delivered 
multiple stabs to the 
stomach, A supremely im= 
pulsive, animalistic offing, 


9. Jackie Aprile Jr. 
(Season 3, “Army of 
One") When the under- 
achieving son of a Mafia 
kingpin botched the 
robbery of a poker game, 
he anted up with his life: 
Jackie was cleanly exe- 
cuted by Vito outside an 
N.J. housing project— 
flopping down dead onto 
a dirty snowbank. 


whacked. We’re simply dying to present our top 10 favorite ‘Sopranos’ slayings. 


10. Tracee 

(Season 3, "University") 
Ralphie beat his pregnant 
stripper goomah to death 
by smashing her head into 
a guardrail outside the 
Bada Bing! and then tried 
to cover it up with the old 
“she fell” excuse, He got 
away with murder—at 
least for a while (see 

No. 1), —Dan Snierson 
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SOPRANO 
FAMILY PROFILING 


The end is near for the Soprano reign. And after years of tailing the 
big man, we’ve got the intel on him, his family, his crew, and his 
rivals from across the Hudson River. Our bulletin board documents 
where they’ve been, and where they’re going, with extra insight from 
atop secret informant. (Code name: David Chase. Oops, wait, that’s 
his real name. Man, we suck at undercover work.) —Josh Wolk 


N.Y. Associates 


Johnny ‘i 
“sack” Sacramont 
Jailed N.Y, Boss 


After pleading gullty (and losing Phil Leotar- 
do's respect for admitting the existence of 
the Mob in court), the New York boss is serv- 
ing 15 years in prison. His painful jail sentence 
provides a nagging cautionary tale to Tony 
and Carmela. "Seeing what happened to the 
Sacramonis, who are only slightly older than 
the Sopranos, was a splash of cold water.” 


Phil Leotavdo 
Acting N.Y. Boss 


Felled by a massive heart attack, the 
New York boss pro tem has been recuperat- 
ing in Florida, leaving his family rudderless. 
Now returned to New York, “he's just start- 
ing to come back, physically and mentally.” 
Though the shaky peace between him and 
Tony narrowly averted a family war, their 
animosity will “really start to fester.” 
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Mob “Family” 


.. 


Silvio Dante 
Consigliere 


After a temporary stint as acting boss 
during Tony's coma landed him in the 
hospital with frequent asthma attacks, 

the consigliere is happy with his adviser 
position, where he can take a big chunk of 
the captains’ kick upstairs without the 
agita. Claims our source: "Silvio would step 
up if he had to, but he would not be happy.” 


Paulie “Walnuts” 
Gualtievi 
Captain 


The loyal captain has suffered some blows: a 
prostate-cancer diagnosis, the revelation 
that his beloved mother is really his aunt. 
After all that, "Tony has some worries in 
terms of his judgment, strength, and ability 
to keep his mouth shut. And since Tony's 
worried about his own future, he has to look 
at everyone around him as possible deficits.” 


© Possible 
bad 
blood 
« 
ha” 


Chvistopher 
Moltisanti 
Captain/Cousin-in-law 


Clean, married, and anew father, Tony's 
"nephew" finally finished his Mob slasher 
flick, Cleaver. But the boss-captain friction 
(jump-started over Chris' confessed affair 
with Julianna) lingers: “Tony feels that he 
gave Christopher everything, and he wasn't 
grateful enough,” says our mole, and Christo- 
pher feels equally underappreciated. 


Bobby “Bacala” 
Baccalievi 
Captain/Brother-in-law 


“Bobby has come up in the world.” The 
boss is now warming up to his sister's mild- 
mannered hubby, though Tony's treatment 
of Janice remains a sore spot for the two. 
Since Tony is always looking for someone 
to take care of his family if he ever ends up 
in prison or worse, “he's thinking maybe 
Bacala is the best bet.” 


Tony Soprano 


Boss 


The North Jersey Mob boss is mostly healed after 
being shot by his uncle Junior, and he's been trying 
(with middling success) to be a better husband. 
However, for all his positivity, he’s growing more 
concerned with his crew's loyalty, and, according to 
our mole, “has a greater awareness of the high-risk 
game that he’s playing and the potential pitfalls that 
would interfere with his peaceful middle age.” 


Davia Chase 
Informant 


“Fawmily” Family 


Pevsonr 


The boss’ wife is feeling pretty good: The 
inspector okayed her spec house, Tony's 
healthy and—it appears—faithful. (He 
sabotaged a liaison with real estate agent 
Julianna Skiff before it was consummated.) 
But his shooting has “left some unhealed 
psychic scars on her, and a great deal of 
worry that's hard for her to get rid of.” 


A! 


After shooting his nephew in a spell of 
dementia, Uncle Junior was sent to a mental 
facility, where he remains, alone. “Most of the 
guys in the family have little to do with him, 
because Tony wouldn't approve of it,” our 
source reveals. “Their relationship is very bit- 
ter. People in the family who went to see him 
would have to be very careful about that.” 


= ty id Corrado 
Cavmela Soprano “Junior” Soprano Janice Baccalievi 
Wife Uncle Sister 


Living in the imprisoned Johnny Sack’s old 
house (which Tony got for her at half price, 
taking advantage of Johnny's financial 
troubles), Janice is embracing family life. 
Her daughter Nica is 2 years old, and “she's 
making an effort to be a decent mother to 
that child. But she didn't have a good role 
model for how to parent.” 


Meadow Soprano 


A) Soprano 
Daughter Son 


The overachieving, headstrong daughter has. 
split with her dental-student fiancé. “Finn's 
out of the picture,” our informant insists. 
“She still has an emotional attachment to 
him, but he's really gone.” Now she’s back 

in New York, taking premed courses at 
Columbia, even though she's still wavering 
between med and law school. 


To his parents’ chagrin, the lazy college 
dropout is still dating Puerto Rican single 
mother Blanca. “More rooted,” he's moved 
on toa job at a pizzeria, and is on good terms 
with his family again. But like the rest of the 
ostensibly content clan, there's always 
something simmering underneath: “There's 
that smiling face and that frowning face.” 
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How did ‘Saturday Night Live’ vet Tina Fey transform 
‘30 Rock’ fromaso-so sitcom into the funniest show on TV? 


The answer might have something to do with sleep deprivation, 
O baby vomit, and Alec Baldwin (not necessarily in that order). 


By Kristen Baldwin 


PHOTOGRAPH BY ERIN PATRICE O'BRIEN 


‘ing, she’s working. It’s Friday afternoon 

’s SNL-inspired sitcom 30 Rock, and Fey— 

v, exec-produces it, and stars as frequently fraz- 

ér Liz Lemon—is shooting a scene with SNL’s Jason 

Udeikis (he’s moonlighting as Liz’s easygoing boyfriend, Floyd). As 
soonas the director calls “Cut!” Fey uses the short break to take care 
of some EP duties—like watching a DVD of actresses auditioning for 
“Michelle,” a Pennsylvania farm girl who will appear in the finale, 
and discussing script tweaks with her fellow EP, Robert Carlock. Oh, 
wait, she’s needed back on set to shoot her close-ups. (“Hey, Pete,” she 


asks the cameraman $how’s my Botox?”) Soon it’s time to decamp to 
another stage, s the crew sets up, Fey confers with 30 Rock’s 
music supeyy —her husband, Jeff Richmond—about the score for 
episode, while a makeup artist applies powder around 
ééolletage. * Watching Fey multitask her way through a12- to 14- 
hour day is exhausting—so just imagine how dangerous it can be to live 
at that breakneck pace. “A few weeks ago, I actually struck my husband 
in anger because I was so tired,” admits Fey later, sitting in the 30 Rock 
writers’ room. “I was trying to go to sleep after having slept 3 out of 48 
hours, and he was doing a bit about how he wasn’t going to stop 
talking. Like, ‘Anyway...are you sleeping yet? He said I was laughing, 
but then I just went ‘STOP IT!’ and shoved him really hard. I used to 
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laugh at those people on The Apprentice when 
they would stay up one whole night and then lose 
it and start crying, but I became that person.” 
Her husband may want to invest in some padded 
pajamas: Fey, 36, is currently finalizing the last three 
episodes of 30 Rock (Thursdays at 9 p.m.), which 
has developed from a solid but slightly under- 
whelming workplace comedy to the sharpest, fun- 
niest, most critically championed sitcom of the year, 
Star Alec Baldwin's devastatingly hilarious turn as 
Liz’s corporate master Jack Donaghy earned him 
Golden Globe and SAG awards earlier this year, and 
NBC recently granted the show a second-season 
pickup, even though it ranks 119th in total viewers 
and draws an average audience of only 5.8 million 
weekly. Nonetheless, NBC Entertainment presi- 
dent Kevin Reilly has faith in Rock: “I’m convinced 
in my gut that this will go the path of some of the 
other great shows,” he says, citing legendarily slow- 
starting comedies like Cheers, Seinfeld, and Every- 
body Loves Raymond. Adds Fey, a vet of Chicago’s 
Second City comedy troupe, “I feel like we did a 
good job this year.... Having done plays in Chicago 
for literally two people, it’s hard for me to be upset 
at the news that only 6 million people saw the show.” 
That sanguine attitude is justified: In the past 
few years, things in Fey’s life have had a nige 
way of working out. When she began thinkig 
about leaving SNL—which she joined in 199% 
working her way up to become the show’s first 
female head writer—Fey decided to pursue a few 
options. Maybe she'd try to get pregnant. Maybe 
she could be a screenwriter, if people liked the 
first movie she wrote, Mean Girls. Maybe NBC 
would pick up that pilot script inspired by her ex- 
periences at SNL. Something was bound to pan 
out, right? Wrong—everything did. Mean Girls 
opened in April 2004 and ultimately grossed 
$86 million. NBC greenlit her pilot in February 


2005. Fey and Richmond, meanwhile, hada baby, 
Alice, in September 2005, three months before 
casting began on 30 Rock. “It was,” she recalls, “a 
perfect storm of options.” 

Fey began putting together Rock’s first episode 
while still working at SNL. All was going well: 
Baldwin, her first choice to play Jack, signed on, 
as did SNL’s Tracy Morgan, playing Tracy Jordan, 
the ebulliently eccentric new star of NBC's fictional 
sketch-comedy series, The Girlie Show. But after the 
pilot was shot, NBC asked Fey to replace her long- 
time friend Rachel Dratch, who played Girlie Show's 
insecure star Jenna, with Ally McBeal’s Jane 
Krakowski. (Dratch now appears as a variety of 
recurring characters.) “She was very cool about it,” 
says Fey, who called her friend personally to break 
the news. “She said, ‘Believe me, if this was any- 
body else’s show, I would have just been fired? It 
ended up being a good decision in the long run.” 


Of course, Sfahring as a modified version of your- 
self ina sitgom six months after having your first 
baby while @gntinuing a demanding day job on 
the side igtough—and Fey’s unease was evident in 
the pilogs "People might have this misconception 
that Lfae never acted before—my early acting may 
hav given them that impression,” she says, laugh- 
ing. “I was on stage in Second City for along time, 
and it’s such a different level when you're playing 
to a big live room. [This show] has to be much 
smaller. Also, I felt like I was still on maternity 
leave when we shot [the pilot]—I didn’t feel like my- 
self, I didn’t look like myself.” 
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5 Reasons to Watch ‘30 Rock’ 


By star and exec producer Tina Fey 


1. Alec Baldwin as a 
right-wing corporate 
alpha male is way 
hotter than a bunch 
of fake doctors get- 
ting it on. 


2, Enjoy Kenneth the 
Page (Jack McBrayer) 
now before he gets 


66 


Tina's not really 
ascreamer,” 
says Saturday 
Night Live’s Amy 
Poehler. “The 
angrier she gets, 
the quieter 

she gets. She 
tends to keep it 
tight, and then 
explodes witha 
well-written 
rage diamond, 


ry 


40 APRIL 13, 2007 


his spin-off, Kenneth: 
Portrait of a Serial 
Killer. 

3. We strive to have 
the highest joke-per- 
minute ratio since 
1-800-Dial-a-Joke. 
4, At long last, 

Paul Reubens, Sean 


Hayes, Will Arnett, 
Isabella Rossellini, 
Ghostface Killah, 
and Elaine Stritch 
allin one place! 


5. You're already 
watching The 
Office. Just sit still, 
for Pete's sake. 


Things got better once she left SNL in May 2006 
and began shooting Rock full-time, and as Fey 
relaxed, her show got looser—and a lot funnier. 
Jack and Liz’s relationship went from blowhard- 
versus-fussbudget to a mismatched-mentor/ 
reluctant-mentee friendship. “Alec, rightfully, 
didn’t want his character to be ajerkall the time,” 
explains Fey. “His thing is ‘I don’t want it to be 
Revenge of the Nerds, where I come inaroom and 
people go Uuuugh.” 

The idea now, says Fey, is to make a show that’s 
relatable to “anyone who works in an office.” But 
that hasn’t stopped her from working in some 
personal details: Both Liz and Fey were once re- 
jected by a man who later went to clown college. 
Real Studio 8H experiences also inform Rock’s 
repertoire. At SNL, a “potential host who shall 
remain nameless” lost the late-night gig because 
he couldn't read. Cut to episode 5: Tracy discov- 
ers that Liz thinks he’s illiterate, and proceeds to 
exploit her white liberal guilt. And L: 
freak-out after one of her writers 
based slur to describe her? “That C-word thing 
actually did happen,” says Fey. “I was furious, and 
Thad this weird reaction where I kept saying, ‘You 
can’t say that! My parents love me!” SNL’s Amy 
Poehler, who’s known Fey for 15 years, says her 
former “Weekend Update” cohost has always had 
aknack for turning fury into comedy: “Tina’s not 


really a screamer. The angrier she gets, the qui- 
eter she gets. She tends to keep it tight, and then 
explodes with a well-written rage diamond.” 

30 Rock’s last three episodes of the season won't 
be quite as reality-based: Tracy learns he’s a de- 
scendant of Thomas Jefferson, Jack falls in love 
with a Christie’s auctioneer, and Liz contemplates 
a move to Cleveland, where people think she’s a 
model. With the show’s surprise pickup—and the 
move to 9 p.m. on Thursdays, after The Office—Fey 
knows she’s got just one more shot to woo enough 
viewers to justify her series’ existence. “I feel like 
in the second year we've gotta get people to watch 
the show. This is a business—you can’tbe like, ‘Don’t 
you understand? We're geniuses!” 

There would be one upside to cancellation: While 
Alice usually visited her mom on the set once a 
week during Rock’s five-and-a-half-month shoot, 
many days Fey left the house at 6 a.m.—just as her 
baby was waking up—and didn’t return until 9, 
just as Alice was going to sleep. “It’s brutal,” she 
says. “At least I can bring my kid to work, which 
you can’t do when you have a normal job. That 
might be why, when people say, ‘Aren't you worried 
about the ratings?’ I'm always like, ‘Nope. If this 
thing goes down, J will see my kid.” The whole ex- 
perience—especially those times this past winter 
when Alice had acold, and Fey clocked 14 hours on 
set and then spent half the night awake with her 
fussy tot—has given her a profound new respect 
for working mothers: “That lady next to youat your 
day job probably got thrown up on last night.” 

Sounds like a nice, long, ideally upchuck-free 
hiatus is in order. But Fey and Richmond’s family 
vacation will be brief: On May 15 she'll begin the 
six-week shoot for Baby Mama, an upcoming Uni- 
versal comedy about—wouldn’t you know it?—the 
perils of being a working mom. Fey plays a single 
career woman who wants a child, while Poehler 
is the “disreputable, white-trash surrogate” she 
hires to get the job done. If this whole sitcom thing 
doesn’t work out, Fey says she can imagine making 
the leap to a full-time film career. “Sometimes I 
think that would be a better lifestyle. That might 
be the future of things—to write movies or to punch 
up movies, work from home.” The problem is, she 
can’t imagine breaking up with TV for good. “There 
are so many plus sides to television—you can write 
something and people get to see it so much faster,” 
she muses. “Movies go so slowly and fall apart so 
much of the time.” Perhaps, then, a compromise: 
For her next TV project, maybe Fey could select 
one job—creator, star, head writer, exec producer— 
instead of all four? “People have said, ‘What if you 
doa show and you're notin it?’ I was like, I would 
have been here just as much, but looking really 
scrubby,” she says, gesturing to her outfit of jeans, 
blue sneakers, and a gray 30 Rock hoodie. “If ’'m 
going to be here, I’dreally like to have my hair done 
and have the camera pointed at me’ 


——= 
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Romance. Someone said it’s gone. But 
we spotted it-lots of it-at the beach. 


And we'd like to share it with you 


Maps to hidden coastal hamlets. Cozy 
honeymoon cottages, for sale or for 
rent. Recipes for indulging in sumptuous 
seafood feasts. Ideas that help you set 
the stage for seaside moments that are 


simply magic. 


All of this and more await you in the 
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On the 25th anniversary of Porky’s, a writer recalls his ownage _ 
of innocence—and the explosion of teen sex comedies that help e him survive it. 
Forget school. All you really needed was aprivate tutor n ity 


By the eanly spring of 1982, executives at 20th Century Fox suspected that they had a bomb 
On their hands. The smart ones, or at least the ones who looked forward toa bright future at the 
studio) had alkeady begun to distance themselves from their little $4 million comedy about 
a groupor hormy, Eisenhower-era high school buddies gunning to get laid. » The studio reluc- 
tanglyagreed fo open the film in Columbia, S.C., and Colorado Springs—the kind of out-of-the- 
Way matkets where, if the film tanked, no one would be the wiser. There was nothing about the 
first few sereenings to make Fox any more bullish. Audiences were thin at best. Then something 
happened. By the time the weekend was over, the movie was playing to packed houses. Packed 
houses laughing their asses off. Fox ultimately decided to give the film a wide release. And 
by the end of the year, it had racked up $107 million, making it the fourth-highest-grossing 
movie of 1982, behind E.T., Rocky III, and An Officer and a Gentleman. Porky's was an orphan 
no more. In fact, it would soon have a lot of brothers and sisters. » It might be hard for teenagers 
today to wrap their heads around, but there was a time—not so long ago, really—when you had 
to jump through a lot of logistical hoops just to see a pair of naked breasts. Before you could 


It might be 
hard for 
teenagers 
today to 
understand, 
but there was 
atime when 
you had to 
jump through 
alot of 
logistical 
hoops just 
to seea 
pair of naked 
breasts. 


48 APRIL 13, 2007 


anonymously rent Showgirls through Netflix, or 
purchase a Girls Gone Wild DVD viaa1-800 number, 
orjust turn onyour computer and open up the flood- 
gates to asmorgasbord of smut, young guys had to 
have the cunning of a cat burglar to see boobies. 

For example, you might start by buying a ticket 
to see a PG movie like Raiders of the Lost Ark, wait 
until the acne-plagued usher stepped outside fora 
smoke, and then sneak into the next theater in the 
hope of seeing Phoebe Cates topless. Plan B might 
involve going over to your buddy’s house—the one 
who was lucky enough to live on a street that had 
cable—and pretend to do homework until his par- 
ents went out. Then, and only then, were you 
finally free to turn on Cinemax and taste the for- 
bidden fruit of Hot Dog: The Movie. 


“When it comes 
down to making out... 
put on side 7 
of ted Zeppelin lV.” 


—Fast Times at Ridgemont High 


Porky’s was the first big teen sex comedy of the 
Reagan era—a seemingly innocent time, when for- 
mer actors could ride into the White House and 
declare that it was “Morning in America.” And 
there’s no overestimating just how longa shadow the 
film cast in this innocent new age of Family Ties 
values. In 1982—year zero in the T&A sex-romp 
belle époque—hordes of horny onscreen teens set 
out on ridiculous Arthurian quests to lose their vir- 
ginity or risk being doomed to nerd status forever. 
As time went on, these films would eventually be- 
come cruder, their high jinks more Benny Hill-ish, 
and their plots more outlandish. But in 1982, we 
were all still too busy peeping through the collective 
hole in the girls’ locker room to see that far ahead. 

In addition to Pee Wee, Meat, and the rest of 
the Porky’s gang at Angel Beach High, that magi- 
cal year brought us Fast Times at Ridgemont High, 
The Last American Virgin, and Zapped!—sum- 
moning up as varied a collection of adolescent 
neuroses as you're likely ever to encounter. If 
Porky’s had the advantage of being first out of the 
gate, Fast Times quickly established itself as the 
classiest of the breed—it was the Citizen Kane of 
teen sex comedies—thanks to Sean Penn’s dazed- 
and-confused star turn as Jeff Spicoli (“Aloha, Mr. 
Hand!”), the easy-on-the-eyes Cates, and Brian 
Backer’s lovable loser Mark “Rat” Ratner, who 
nurses a puppy-dog crush on Jennifer Jason 
Leigh’s Stacy with all the wounded sincerity of the 
last mutt left at the pound. 

Whatall of these movies have in common—other 
than their leering fascination with naked women, 
of course—is that they show just how confusing 
and excruciatingly painful it is to be a teenager. 


That’s amessage you're not likely to find anywhere 
in Girls Gone Wild: Mardi Gras. In Fast Times, Rat 
loses Stacy to an older, smoother stereo salesman 
and then, as the decisive knife in the back, to his best 
friend, Damone (Robert Romanus). In The Last 
American Virgin, Gary (Lawrence Monoson) also 
yearns for a good girl (Diane Franklin) who gets 
used by his skeevy best friend (Steve Antin), be- 
comes pregnant, and is forced by his shallow in- 
difference to have an abortion. I don’t want to make 
this movie sound like a depressing Sundance flick, 
because it’s not; there’s also a Porky’s-esque lock- 
er-room peephole scene and the Cars shaking it 
up on the soundtrack. Butit’s a hell ofa lot deeper 
than the shallow end of the pool that Pee Wee and 
the gang were splashing around in. 

As for Zapped!, well, how can you argue with the 
dream team of Scott Baio and Willie Aames? Baio 
plays a high school science whiz who develops 
telekinesis after an explosion in the school’s 
chemistry lab. And it’s only a matter of time before 
his horndog buddy (Aames, playing the part as if 
born to it) convinces him to use his superpowers 
to make foxy mean girl Heather Thomas’ dress 
fly off at the prom. The movie's like Carrie with a 
boner. Was there ever any doubt that there'd be a 
Zapped Again!? 


‘Joel...get off 
he babysitter! 


—Risky Business 


1” 


If 1982 witnessed the opening shots of the teen- 
sex-comedy boom, 1983 was the shock-and-awe 
campaign. It didn’t take long for those studios 
caught napping to wake up and get in on the action. 
Soon a new teen-flesh cavalcade was rolling off 
the assembly line every few weeks: Spring Break, 
Losin’ It, Private School, Class, Risky Business, My 
Tutor, Screwballs, Getting It On!, Joysticks, The 
First Turn-On!, and, of course, the inevitable 
Porky’s II: The Next Day. 

I was 14 during this annus mirabilis of sex- 
ploitation—an awkward kid with low expectations 
making the awkward leap from junior high to high 
school. John Hughes might have been factually 
correct when he said that everyone at that age was 
eitherajock, abrain, a princess, a criminal, or abas- 
ket case, but it sure seemed a lot more compli- 
cated than that at my high school. Freshman year 
was a time of confusion, sexual and otherwise. And 
T’'mnotashamed to admit that I found some degree 
of comfort in these movies. After all, I may have 
been a virgin who still collected baseball cards, but 
at least I wasn’t as pathetic as the drooling idiot 
played by Crispin Glover in My Tutor. 

In 1983, Lalso snuck into my first R-rated movie. 
My friend Billy Fidurko and I conned a stranger 
into buying us tickets to Risky Business. And after 


we were inside, high-fiving each other through the 
previews, I don’t think either of us blinked for the 
next hour and a half. Our little scheme may not 
have been very complex when measured against 
the guys in Private School dressing up in women’s 
clothing to storm the gates of Cherryvale Academy 
for Girls. But we certainly felt like we understood 
the point of the movie's tagline better afterward: 
“There’s a time for playing it safe and a time 
for...Risky Business.” In some small way, we had 
become men. 

Over the next couple of years, my friends and I 
saw all of these teenage T&A flicks. We were like 
crazed pigs sniffing out truffles. We also, over time, 
came torealize that there were certain groundrules, 
motifs, and life lessons that popped up over and 
over again. For example: 


I don’t know what ever happened to Sylvia Kris- 
tel, but I do know that she’s probably living high 
onthe hog somewhere. After all, no one benefited 
more from the ’80s soft-core bull market than the 
Emmanuelle siren, She had a hammerlock on the 
sexy, older seductress role. In Private Lessons, she 
played the French maid with a sweet tooth for 
younger men; in Private School, she turned up as zee 
sex-ed teacher; and in The Big Bet, she was an allur- 
ing, semi-clothed next-door neighbor...from France. 

The prep- 
py bad guy is as much a staple of these films as the 
smokin’ Gallic seductress. There’s the Dentyne 
smile of Leigh McCloskey in Fraternity Vacation and 
Just One of the Guys; Michael Bowen as the Lacoste- 
wearing jackass in Private Resort; and, of course, Ted 


McGinley as Revenge of the Nerds’ Stan Gable, head 
of the Greek Council, who always seems to have a 
tennis sweater draped around his neck when he’s 
tormenting the nerds of Lambda Lambda Lambda. 


I can’t tell you how many 
times this comes up in these movies. The most clas- 
sic examples are obviously Judge Reinhold’s sui 
coitus interruptus in Fast Times and Anthony 
Michael Hall, squirming and mortified in Weird Sci- 
ence when it’s revealed what he’s been doing in the 
bathroom all these years. But my personal favorite 
will always be when the nerdy villain Kent in Real 
Genius (not a full-on sex comedy, I'll grant you) is 
confronted aboutbeing discovered in his dormroom 
naked with a bowl of Jell-O. His stammering ex- 
cuse is priceless; “I was hot, and I was hungry, okay?” 

Atleast, that’s the les- 
son taught by Where the Boys Are ’84, arandy update 
ofasafe-as-kittens film from the 60s. With ascript 
that uses the word buns about as frequently as it 
uses commas, thisisa film in whicha tight-knit group 
of coeds (including the proto-Locklear, Lisa Hart- 
man) hightail it to spring break and enter a “Hot 
Bod” contest in their quest to find aslice ofbeefcake 
for “one night of unbelievable, raw, primal sex.” 


Take 1984’s Holly- 
wood Hot Tubs, a lousy film in which a high school 
prankster changes the famed Hollywood sign to 
say “Hollyweed.” After getting busted by the 
cops, he’s given two options to atone for his 
shenanigans: go to jail or work for his uncle’s hot- 
tub company. That happens. 


5 Essentials 


1.Private School 
(1983) Jonathan Prince, 
Michael Zorek, and 
Matthew Modine show just 
how far horny dudes will go 
to spy on naked coeds, 

like Betsy Russell's Jordan. 


2. Private Resort 
(1985) A Jump Street- 
era Depp (with Karyn 
O'Bryan) was one of many 
future A-listers to bust out 
of the T&A ghetto. 


3. Class (1983) 
Andrew McCarthy gets 
schooled by cougar (and 
prep school roommate's 
mom!) Jacqueline Bisset. 


4. Zapped! (1982) 
Aames and Baio (with 
Felice Schachter): 

the Abbott and Costello of 
the genre? Or the Bill and 
Ted? Discuss... 


5. Fast Times at 
Ridgemont High 
(1982) Fantasy girl Cates 
hangs poolside with Leigh 
in the Citizen Kane of '80s 
teen sex comedies. 
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“No one’s really going to be free 
until nerd persecution ends: 


—Revenge of the Nerds 


By Reagan's second inauguration in 1985, the party 
was over in more ways than one. There was arun- 
away deficit in Washington and a president who 
could barely bring himself to mention the word 
AIDS, much less make it a national priority. And 
the once innocent sex comedies of just afew years 
earlier were starting to develop a nasty, malicious 
aftertaste, With the exception of 1984's truly clas- 
sic Revenge of the Nerds (the Ambersons of teen 
sex comedies to Fast Times’ Citizen Kane), dis- 
posable knockoffs like The Big Bet, Loose Screws, 
Fraternity Vacation, Hot Moves, and Hardbodies 2 
seemed to regard women more and more as the 
enemy. There was nothing romantic about “losin’ 
it” anymore; these women were suckers to be lied 
to, drugged, and otherwise shanghaied into having 
sex. That’s not just a buzzkill, them’s felonies. 
These late arrivals to the party seemed to believe 
that they had to sink lower to keep up. 


TINKER, TAILOR, HORNDOG, NERD 


Like all movie genres, the ’80s teen sex comedy 
is rich with character archetypes. And notjust the preppy 
villain. Here’s a look at some of the most tried and true. 


The Virgin Hero 
Dan Monahan as Pee 
Wee in Porky's. See 
also: Fast Times at 
Ridgemont High's Mark 
Ratner (Brian Backer) 
and Revenge of the 
Nerds’ Lewis Skolnick 
(Robert Carradine). 


The Horndog 
Best Friend 
Jackie Earle Haley in 
Losin’ It. See also: 
Zapped!'s Peyton 
Nichols (Willie 
Aames) and Private 
School's Bubba 
(Michael Zorek). 
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The Rich Bitch The Older 

Betsy Russell as Temptress 
Jordan in Private Caren Kaye as the 
School, See also: tutor in My Tutor, See 
Screwballs' Purity also: Class’ Ellen 
Busch (Linda Spe- Burroughs (Jacque- 
ciale) and Revenge of —_ line Bisset) and Sylvia 
the Nerds' Betty Childs Kristel in..just about 
(Julie Montgomery). everything else. 


= 


\ 
The Authority 


Figure 
Ray Walston in Fast 
Times. See also: 


The Rascally 
Little Brother 
Billy Jacoby in Just 
One of the Guys. See 


Fraternity Vacation's also: Cant Buy Me 
Chief Ferret (John Love's Chuckie (Seth 
Vernon) and Miss Bal- Green) and Losin’ [t's 
bricker (Nancy Par- Wendell (John P. 
sons) from Porky's. Navin Jr). 


It was a fatal miscalculation, as teenagers be- 
gan migrating over to the more wholesome films 
of John Hughes (The Breakfast Club, Ferris 
Bueller's Day Off, Pretty in Pink). All of asudden, 
the albatross of virginity didn’t seem quite as cum- 
bersome now that even Molly Ringwald was sav- 
ing herself for Mr. Right. Meanwhile, the young 
actors who'd given the teen sex comedies their 
early, giddy sheen had moved on to greener pas- 
tures too, among them Fast Times’ Sean Penn, Fra- 
ternity Vacation’s Tim Robbins, Private Resort's 
Johnny Depp, and Losin’ It’s Tom Cruise. Even 
Zapped!’s dynamically dim duo, Baio and Aames, 
managed to squeak out asecond life in the sitcom 
Charles in Charge. 

By the time a popularity-craving Patrick 
Dempsey was payinga snotty cheerleader $1,000 
to pretend to be his girlfriend in 1987's Can’t Buy 
Me Love, the genre was on life support. And there 
it stayed for the next 12 years until 1999’s Amer- 
ican Pie came along, acting like it was the first 
movie to ever chronicle randy teens. I don’t know 
if it’s just fuzzy nostalgia or a trick of age, but to 
me, a movie like American Pie (or Van Wilder or 
Road Trip) can’t hold a candle to something like 
Revenge of the Nerds, Fast Times, or even Private 
School. These newer films seem too indebted to 
their elders and too cool to acknowledge that debt. 
I mean, how revolutionary was it really to have 
Jason Biggs humping an apple pie after Kent had 
his way with a bowl of Jell-O? This new breed of 
teen sex comedy carried with it a condescending 
ironic distance that implied that they weren’tjust 
part of the genre, but also better than it. Above it. 

A movie like Private School, on the other hand, 
is up-front about its innocence. Almost proud of it. 
Inits svelte 89-minute running time, you won't find 
a single hidden agenda or ulterior motive on the 
part of the filmmakers. What you will get is a first- 
hand look athow embarrassingit is to buy condoms 
from your local pharmacist, a woman riding ahorse 
topless (and in slow motion!), and the story of aboy 
dressing up like a girl to become aman. 

lam 37 now. I’m engaged. I no longer collect 
baseball cards. And I'm happy to say that I stopped 
worrying about losin’ ita long time ago. But every 
so often I'll come across Fast Times or Porky’s on 
cable. Usually, I'll keep moving on to sports or 
Lost. But occasionally, something forces me to 
keep watching, and I'll put the remote down and 
settle in for a while. 

I’mnotgoingtolie: The movies are usually worse 
than I remembered. But they still have an inexpli- 
cable hold on me. Instantly, I'm 14 again. As Isee Pee 
Wee about to look through the locker-room peep- 
hole, or Phoebe Cates getting out of a swimming 
pool about to unlatch her red bikini, I’ll still catch 
myself instinctively worrying if my parents are 
home and if I should change the channel. But of 
course, they aren’t, And of course, I won't. @ 
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EW Lounge 


The Entertainment Weekly Lounge took a bite out of the Big Apple 
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anticipated Great American Pop Culture Quiz issue. Hosted at 
New York’s hot new party spot Ultra, sponsors FIJI and Yellow Tail 
were front and center as they treated our readers to the untimate 
EW experience. Raffie prizes were awarded throughout the evening, 
and everyone went home a winner with a special Entertainment 
Weekly gift bag in tow. The next EW Lounge will rock the Motor City 
on May 31 
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VOLVER 


Penélope Cruz (left, with onscreen daughter Yohana Cobo) 
has never been better than as a resourceful, knockout mom 
in Pedro Almodévar's stunning dramedy, now on DVD. 


“THE TRAFFIC JAM,” Stephen Marley 
We be jammin’ to this track—a confident blend of 
hip-hop and reggae—off Mind Control, the first solo 
album from Marley (yep, son of Bob). 


DARK AT THE ROOTS, 
by Sarah Thyre im 
Thyre writes about trying to transcend a 
lower-middle-class upbringing inher | 
smart, spunky memoir. 


KILLER OF SHEEP 
Finally in (select) theaters: a newly restored version 
of director Charles Burnett's groundbreaking 1977 
drama, about an African-American slaughterhouse 
worker living in an L.A. ghetto. 


Kings of Leon 
Arisk-taking third CD from these Southern 
alt-rockers is the band’s crowning achievement. 


Real-life spouses 
Amy Poehler and 
Will Arnett steal 
the movie as 
conniving (and 
rather creepy) 
skating siblings. 


&. 


Ten Things We Love 
This Week 


SPALDING 
GRAY: STORIES 
LEFT TOTELL 
Celebs like Josh Lucas (left) 
and Rachel Dratch guest-star 
in an in-his-own-words, Off 
Broadway salute to the late 
monologuist's life and work, 


THE POST-BIRTHDAY WORLD, 
by Lionel Shriver 
The author explores two possible destinies for a 
woman torn between her stable relationship and 
a wild romance in this candid novel. 


JIBJAB.COM 
Known for its parodies of the Bush administration 
and a musical send-up of the nightly news, this 
jokey website is always good for a laugh. 


THE SHIELD 

Brash detective Vic Mackey 
(Michael Chiklis, left) is armed and 
ready to avenge a murdered fellow 
officer, in the sixth gritty season of 
FX’s searing cop drama. 
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Incredible 
Pulp 


Two Hollywood mavericks join 
forces to create a pitch-perfect 
homage to ‘70s exploitation flicks. 
BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


‘SANDERS SHOW’ + ‘THE SOPRANOS’ 


AVID IGNATIUS’ ‘BODY OF LIES’ 


Rodriguez, 
Marley Shelton, 
‘and McGowan 
feel the Terror 


In Grindhouse, their crazily 


Rose McGowan, funny and exciting tribute to 
Kurt Russell, | the grimy glory days of 1970s 
Freddy exploitation films, Quentin 
Rodriguez | Tarantino and Robert Rodri- 
R,191mins, | guezre-create the junk cinema 
of their youth with a deftly 


(Dimension) 
== amused appreciation for its 
cheeseball squalor. But they also celebrate those 
films for their accidental B-movie nihilism, their 
Jreedom. The low-budget, anything-goes genre 
movies that sprung up like weeds during the 
'70s had a distinct, tasty decadence—a depraved 
underground allure. Taken as drama, they were 
glum and listless, often borderline inept, but they 
weren't trying to be “good.” They were vehicles 
for sensation—for nudity and zombie flesh, for 

's screaming down the road with a death-rattle 
roar—and since sensation was more or less the 
only thing alive in them, their cruddiness worked 


ina peculiar way. In the very apathy of their story- 
telling, they expressed the blasted, what do we do 
now? hangover of the post-counterculture era; in 
their promise of cheap thrills, they offered a down- 
and-dirty escape from that alienation. They were 
rooted in the action of the moment, and only the 
moment. They were drive-in rock & roll. 

Grindhouse wants to give you a ticky-tacky good 
time, and does, but it also taps the wild, jagged 
spasms of aggression that gave those films their 
primitive outlaw style. In doing so, it summons 
the most crackerjack pop charge of any movie 
with Tarantino’s name on it since Pulp Fiction. 

‘Tarantino and Rodriguez have conceived 
Grindhouse as an old-school, three-hour night at 
the movies, a trash-heaven double bill complete 
with scratchy mismatched prints, trailers for un- 
speakably bad slasher and revenge films (I loved 
the ones for Machete—“He just f--- ed with the 
wrong Mexican!”—and the deeply sick Thanks- 
giving), even that twirling-rainbow “Our Feature 
Presentation” fanfare. Growing up in the '70s, I 
spent my share of time in grind-house theaters, 
and I can testify: This is exactly what it felt like. 
The first movie on the bill is Rodriguez’s Planet 
Terror, a bottom-of-the-barrel living-dead thriller, 
set ina present day that feels just like 1974, with 
zombies that get shot and spurt raspberry Jell-O 
blood. Rodriguez captures a particular mood of 
desultory, badly lit gross-out ghoulishness, and he 
does it with such heightened fanboy exactitude 
that it’s as if he’d made the Far From Heaven of 
schlock. He gets the wormy dank images, the 
slam-lurch editing, the greasy synth score, the 
leaden early attempts at “irony.” He also gets the 
sprawlingly vague disaster-movie narrative 
(it’s got something to do with toxic green gas and 
Osama bin Laden) that’s really just a frame for 
insanely arbitrary mutating-flesh effects, which 
tend to come out of nowhere anyway. When a title 
announces there’s a missing reel, it hardly matters: 
The film cuts to an apocalyptic inferno ata 
barbecue joint, and it’s as if we'd lost nothing. 

The actors don’t miss a beat of badness, which 
raises a question: Why is this movie so much more 
fun than the ones it’s copying? In part, because 
Rodriguez gives it little kinks of hyperbole, like 
Rose McGowan as a stripper who ends up witha 
machine gun fora prosthetic leg. But also because 
Grindhouse, like Ed Wood and Boogie Nights, 
celebrates how certain low-grade entertainment, 
viewed in hindsight, looks different now than it 
did then, since we can see the “innocence” of its 
creation—the handmade quality of it—in a world 
not yet ruled by corporate technology. 

Where Planet Terror is an instant classic of 
deadpan perfection, Death Proof, Tarantino's 
crash-and-burn homage to the road-demon genre 
of Vanishing Point and White Line Fever, isa 
flawed yet audacious hell-bent head trip. It starts 


to introduce Kurt Russell as Stuntman Mike, a 
scarred old TY stunt driver who turns out to bea 
lot less charming than he looks. Death Proof, in 
tone, begins as a period piece but then shifts 
gears to a quartet of contemporary Hollywood 
women (including Rosario Dawson and Zoé Bell). 
Their endless jabbering sex talk lands somewhere 
between the hypnotic and the exhausted, but 
Tarantino is merely setting us up for the kill: the 
wildest, rowdiest, most bravura two-car road duel 
since the grind-house era, which the movie now 
exhilaratingly brings into our era. You don’t just 
get off on the speed; you get hooked on the desire 
for death. The final showdown is sheer brutality, 
sheer bliss, and sheer primal statement on the 
new power balance of the sexes. It will leave you 
laughing, gasping, thrilled at a movie that knows, 
at long last, how to put the bad back in badass. A 


Proof, with an eye 
toward bringing it to 
this year's Cannes 
film festival, 


e 
| + Quentin Tarantino 
McGowan. | is currently at work 
and Russell } fashioning a longer 
| cut of his half of 
offas Tarantino's most intricate jam session of | Grindhouse, the road- 
trash-talking girls (and their sexy bare feet), only } rage thriller Death 
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The Great Pretender 


Gere and 
Davis, across 
the pond 


—— 


Richard Gere dazzles in the true-life story of a writer and con man who 


The two-bit distortions in 
A Million Little Pieces that 


Richard Gere, 
Alfred Molina, | landed squirming memoirist 
HopeDavis | James Freyon Oprah 
R,116 mins. | Winfrey’s couch of shame last 
(Miramax) | year were chump change 


compared with the million- 
dollar lies served up by Clifford Irving some 35 
years ago. Back in 1971, Irving, an unexceptional 
novelist known best, if at all, for his biography 
ofan art forger, dazzled the fancy New York 
publishing world with the memoirs he wrung 
from top secret interviews with legendarily 
reclusive billionaire Howard Hughes. Only 
the author never met Hughes. Not once. He 
made the whole book up, served a prison 
sentence of 14 months, then went on to write 
his own memoir about making up the memoir. 
Silver-foxy Richard Gere is not the first suave 
Buddhist I'd think of to play dark, curly, Jewish 
New Yorker Irving, but the quick-witted Gere 
who schemes and fast-talks his way around the 
snappy, plugged-in scam saga The Hoaxis like no 
Gere I’ve seen before. (For that matter, creator of 
Chocolat-coated Hollywood dessert movies Lasse 
Hallstrém isn’t the first filmmaker I'd think of to 
exhibit such adult zing, but this is the best thing 
the director has done since What's Eating Gilbert 
Grape.) Permed and dyed to verisimilitude, a bit 
pouchy of build and packed into jackets that mean 
to look sharp but only look eager to look sharp, 
Gere takes to the outlandish liar he plays with 
what might well be called impassioned honesty. 


SEND QUESTIONS TO ASKTHE 
CRITIC@EW.COM, OR POST THEM 
ONLINE AT EW.COM/ASKTHECRITIC 


54 APRIL 13, 2007 


claimed to know Howard Hughes’ secrets. BY LISA SCHWARZBAUM 


There’s no understanding what made Irving do 
what he did or, indeed, how he managed to get as, 
far as he did—how he sold his brazen blarney toa 
publisher as upstanding as McGraw-Hill, how he 
forged Hughes’ handwriting, or how he bedazzled 
and bullied his devoted, needy best friend Dick 
Suskind (Alfred Molina, reaching greatness in 
the portrayal of pathos) into participating as 
researcher and henchman. But Gere is terrific at 
suggesting the kind of addictive cocktail of excite- 
ment, panic, chutzpah, creativity, and naked 
hunger for fame and megabucks that might inspire 
such big, fat lies. Marcia Gay Harden, for her 
part, uses spare strokes to paint a vivid pic- 
ture of Irving’s Swiss- German wife, Edith, 
who was in on the money shenanigans. Julie 
Delpy plays Irving’s sometime mistress 
Nina Van Pallandt, who would (ina neat bit of 
Buddhist karma) later go on to appear opposite 
the young Richard Gere in American Gigolo. 
True facts about Irving's falsehoods are only 
the starting point here. The Hoax expands and 
darkens, in the sophisticated script by under-the- 
radar screenwriter William Wheeler, to comment 
on the deception and power games that defined 
Watergate-era America. Don’t forget, while this 
literary funny business was afoot, the Vietnam 
War was dragging on under the auspices of a 
paranoid president who couldn’t shake off the 
unflattering nickname “Tricky Dick.” There are 
lies—or at least fictions, fantasies, and conjec- 
tures about Irving—thrown into The Hoax. 
But the movie’s aim is true. 


Plagued Out 


Thou shall not waste time seeing 
bad biblical-themed horror thrillers. 
BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


| Katherine Winter, played by 
| Hilary Swank in her dutiful- 


Hilary Swank, | 


yuppie-good-listener mode, is 
AnnaSophia | aformer minister, and now 
Robb | aprofessor, who travels the 
R,98mins, | world defusing the lustrous 
(Warner Bros.) | credibility of miracles. Swank 


must know the feeling: She has 
won two Academy Awards, and she’s still doing 
movies like The Reaping. Katherine is summoned 
to the sleepy Bible Belt backwater of Haven, La., 
and the first thing she confronts is a river of 
blood—a pretty cool image, to be sure, though 
Katherine is certain there’s a rational explanation 
for it. To her, science can explain everything, and 
she hews to that belief (which is really alack of 
Belief, you see), at one point delineating how the 
10 biblical plagues were all natural phenomena. 
This woman could witness the parting of the 
Red Sea and think, without hesitation, that it 


David Duchovny, | 

Sigourney Weaver | Unrated, 81 mins, 

R, 89 mins, (THINKFilm) | (The Documentary Group) 
If only for the comedy glory | No film can “capture” the 

of Sigourney Weaver as a experience of combat, but 
TV network president who | this eloquent and moving 


confuses acid reflux with 
gut instinct, this very 
smart, very funny movie 
about the making of a 
network sitcom (written 
and directed by bona fide 
insider Jake Kasdan) is @ 
cut-glass gem of a show- 
biz conceit. But that's not 
all: You also get a cracker- 
Jack cast of in-on-the- 
jokesters, including David 
Duchovny as a comedy 
writer making commercial 
use of his brother's sui- 
cide, and Amazing Grace's | 


documentary brings us 
closer to the emotions 
(principally boredom and 
terror) of the soldiers 
fighting in Iraq and 
Afghanistan than perhaps 
any previous examination. 
It features interviews with 
infantrymen, but mostly it 
showcases their words: 
searing, intimate diaries of 
the agony and banality of 
battle, read by actors who 
make the testimony sting. 
The film scrapes off any 
glamour to reveal the eyes 


loan Gruffudd as the BBC | of bravery—looking straight 
expat brought in to class into death, with no reward 
up the joint. A-—LS | but survival. A-—OG 


should be reported to the Weather Channel. 

In The Reaping, every one of those biblical 
plagues appears, but they can’t be accounted for by 
science, only by studio executives who theorize 
that an apocalyptic “religious” horror movie is 
the perfect way to tap into the evangelical market. 
(It sure beats the PG-rated piffle released by 
FoxFaith films.) Having seen the error of her 
ways (science = bad!), our heroine finds the rever- 
ence to battle frogs, dead cows, locusts, and—just 
to hedge the movie’s bets—a spooky blond girl 
who could be Satan’s messenger. But no belief on 
earth can rescue Swank from a film that’s a chain 
of disaster chintz masquerading as a sermon. 


Ice Cube, Nia Long, 
Bruce Greenwood John C. McGinley 
PG, 111 mins. PG, 92 mins, (Revolution) 
(eoth Gerry ros) In the atrocious sequel to 
The terrier Rexxx might be | Are We There Yet?, newly 


the least appealing mutt 
ever to slobber on screen, 
He's a stuck-up movie-star 
dog (despite the abun- 
dance of X's in his name, 
he's not that kind of movie 
star) who falls out of a 
plane and becomes a 
stuck-up rescue dog. 
Rexxx is cute when he 
puts on sunglasses, Other 
wise, he looks like a cross 
between a rat and a llama, 
‘And he burps, farts, and 
even poops on dinner. Dog 
lovers will actually feel 
sorry for Josh Hutcherson 
(Bridge to Terabithia), the 
kid who's stuck with him. 
Gregory Kirschling | 


domesticated Nick (lee 
Cube) falls off a ladder, the 
porch, and the second story 
of his dream house. Moving 
into a crumbling manse in 
the country, he jousts with 
chipmunk, a raccoon, 
bats, his oblivious wife, 

his two unpleasant step- 
kids, and his nutball con- 
tractor (an overcaffeinated 
John C. MeGinley). In no 
time, Nick is aman en- 
raged—which is Ice Cube's 
bag, But he shouldn't be 
allowed to turn so sour and 
angry in painfully inane 
family comedies, because 
here he's moderately terri- 
fying. D—GK 


Josh Hutcherson, 
| 


of satthe bottom 
“ofitieBiblectase : 


Unrated, 81 mins. 
(First Run) 


The case of two Italian- 
born anarchists, executed 
for a murder they almost 
surely didn’t commit, re~ 
mains the definitive, scary 
myth of the promise of 
‘America snuffed by fear 
and loathing, It's cleansing 
to see the facts laid out 
with intimacy and rigor 
(the director is Ken Burns 
associate Peter Miller), 
and the film earns the 
comparison it makes to the 
squelching of due process 
for some of today's terror 
suspects, The difference is 
that Americans during the 
'20s took to the streets to 
protest the railroading of 
two innocent men. Would 
that happen now? A —OG 
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entire video store 
right to your TV. 


Introducing Amazon Unbox on TiVo®! 
Now you can get thousands of the 
latest movies sent directly to your 
TV from Amazon.com. No more 
waiting for DVDs in the mail, and 
they're never out of stock. Forget 
cable and satellite's limited selection. 
Your TiVo box is a whole new way to 
get movies! Get more at TiVo,com 
or Amazon.com. 


© 2007 TiVo inc. All rights reserved. 


Van Houten and 
Michiel Huisman 
take cover 


Director Paul Verhoeven revisits the WWII of his youth for 
this story of a Jewish spy who loves everyone. 
BY LISA SCHWARZBAUM 


Psssst, want to see a 


Caricevan | dirtypicture about 
Houten,  g00d Nazis, bad 
SebastianKoch | Resistance fighters, 
R.145mins. | anda fast-thinking, 
(Sony Pictures | quick-stripping 
Classics) | Jewish woman 


happy to dye her 
pubic hair blond and sleep with the 
enemy in the name of freedom? Have I 
gota lulu for you: Black Book may be 
the looniest use of the Holocaust as a 
playground since Roberto Benigni 
served up his infernal clown act in Life 
Ts Beautiful. The difference is, Benigni 
turned cartwheels for laughs, while 
Paul Verhoeven—yes, that Verhoeven, 
the Dutch filmmaker whose Holly- 
wood résumé includes Basic Instinct, 
Showgirls, and Starship Troopers— 
approaches his historical soap opera 
with cold-eyed seriousness. 

The result isn’t without its queasy 
fascinations. By the time she has joined 
the Dutch Resistance, changed her 
name, dyed her nethers, and accepted 
the assignment of seducing a Nazi big- 
wig (The Lives of Others’ magnetic 
Sebastian Koch) in order to spy on his 
headquarters, young Ellis de Vries 


(Carice van Houten, comely and abun- 
dantly naked) has already survived 
more than her share of perils, includ- 
ing the murder of her family. Then, 
once Ellis is on the inside, Verhoeven 
and his screenplay collaborator Gerard 
Soeteman indulge their basic instincts 
for sexual and political power games: 
Who's dominant, who's submissive, 
and who's due for a reversal of fortune. 
Yet for all the moral rug-pulling—the 
Nazi who turns out to have acon- 
science, the partisans who betray one 
another—there’s little collective value 
to the assembled transgressions. 
Relentless plot twists only guarantee 
that nearly every character experi- 
ences some sort of triumph, as well as 
some sort of shame or humiliation. 
(Only one, however, is punished with a 
torrential shower of human excrement, 
the kind of baroque Verhoevenian 
invention that keeps audiences mur- 
muring, “How European!”) 

Black Book is the first picture the 
director has made in his native country 
in two decades, and the furlough from 
Hollywood has reinvigorated him. 
He’s now energized to declare—with 
devilish skill—that Life Is Ugly. 


Now Playing 


After the Wedding 
R, 120 mins. 

A beautifully composed 
weepie, starring Mads 
Mikkelsen as a Danish 
orphanage worker chosen 
to receive a donation—with 
serious strings attached. 
A= (#928, April 6) —LS 


Blades of Glory 
PG-13, 93 mins. 

Will Ferrell and Jon Heder 
as girlymen on ice. The two 
become the first male- 
male figure-skating team 
in history, and as long as 
they're twirling and gliding, 
the picture is a comedy of 
lyric slapstick. It's really a 
one-joke movie, though. 
B- (#928, April 6) OG 


First Snow 

R, 101 mins. 

Guy Pearce as another of 
his haunted nowhere men 
of fate. Creates an assured 
tapestry of foreboding. 
B+ (#928, April 6) —OG 


The Hills Have 
Eyes 

R, 89 mins. 

A few laughs and gross- 
outs, not so many scares. 
C+ (#928, April 6) —GK 


Killer of Sheep 
Unrated, 83 mins. 
Charles Burnett's singular, 
previously unreleased 1977 
movie—vignettes of hope- 
starved daily life in L.A’s 
Watts ghetto, stitched 
together with a golden 
thread of music. Way ahead 
of its time 30 years ago, 
and just as stunning today. 
‘A (#928, April 6) —LS 


Meet the 
Robinsons 

G, 94 mins. 

This frantic, nerve-jangling 
animated family comedy is 
one bumpy ride, undecided 
about whether it means 

to be earnest, ironic, post- 
ironic, made for kids, made 
for adults, or made to 
‘teach lessons. C (#928, 
April 6) —LS 


The Namesake 
PG-13, 122 mins. 

A marvelous and moving 
cross-generational saga. 
‘A~ (#925, March 16) —0G 


The Prisoner: Or 
How | Planned to 
Kill Tony Blair 
Unrated, 72 mins. 

None of this dacumen- 
tary's production flourishes 
can match the power of 
one Iraqi journalist's stil- 
ness as he recounts his 
months of torture at Abu 
Ghraib before being 
teleased, innocent. B+ 
(#928, April 6) —LS 


Reign Over Me 

R, 124 mins. 

A strange therapeutic 
drama that jabs at the 
bruises of 9/11 with well- 
meaning but clumsy fingers. 
Adam Sandler stars as a 
man who lost his family in 
the catastrophe, with Don 
Cheadle as his old friend 
B- (#927, March 30) —LS 


Shooter 

R, 126 mins. 

Mark Wahlberg, as a former 
Marine sniper, is brought 
out of retirement to take 
out a presidential assassin. 
It's rote, dull enemy-of- 
the-state pulp, with 
Wahlberg, in blank-slate 
mode, as the Rambo of 
the concrete jungle. C— 
(#927, March 30) —OG 


300 

R, 117 mins. 

There is much computerized 
beauty but little to remem- 
ber in this blood-splashed 
telling of an ancient Greek 
battle we're meant never to 
forget. Nice BVDs on the 
fighting Spartans, though 
B (#925, March 16) —LS 


TMNT 

PG, 86 mins. 

Anall-CG reboot that's 
missing the goofy excite- 
ment of the old TMNT. 
Also: not enough pizza. C+ 
(#927, March 30) —GK 


THE CHART 


BOX OFFICE 


Blades of Glory 
‘Spidey doesn’t swing onto 
‘screens until next month, 
but unitards are already on 
top at the box office thanks 
to Will Ferrell and Jon 
Heder, whose Blades easily 
outskated the competition 
with a $33 million 
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THE TOP20 


BLADES OF GLORY 


$9791 


MEET THE ROBINSONS sea | 343 | sian | i) i) 


© While ‘The Robinsons’ was 
met with enough kids at the box 
office to nab second place, that 
$25.1 million is afar ery from 
the $40 million cracked by 
2005's Chicken Little,’ Disney's 
previous all-CG outing. 


300 gna | 3006 | $3,806 | 42 4 | sia 


TMNT gaz | 3720 | $2950 | 62 2 | $385 


© After a surprise first-place 
finish last week, the Turtles seem 
to have lost their snap. Warner's 
CG kid flick dropped a perilous 
62percent, despite actually 
adding screens for the weekend. 
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THE NAMESAKE gis | za | sesza | 8 | 4 $48 
© Mira Nair’s well-reviewed 

drama garnered the third- 

highest per-screen average 

in the top 20 thanks to the 

combination of strong word of 

mouth and a gradual rotlout— 

astrategy that has worked well 

for past Fox Searchlighthits 

like ‘Sideways’ and Little 

Miss Sunshine” 
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So macniecnie sec 0 


NotJust | Ifyoulike GarryShandling, 
theBestof | orJon Stewart or Dave Chap- 
TheLarry | pelle or Ellen DeGeneres or 

Sanders | Mary Lynn Rajskub or Sarah 
Show | Silverman or...well, Not Just 
Garry Shandling, | the Best of The Larry Sanders 
Jeffrey Tambor | Showis one of the most 
Unrated, 577 mins, | remarkable DVD sets ever 
released. It doesn’t just in- 


1992-98 
~ clude 23 prime episodes of 
Shandling’s’92-98 HBO series The Larry Sanders 
‘Show, which would alone qualify it as a treasure 
of American comedy; there are also more than 
eight hours of interviews with guest stars 
and cast members (some of whom I named 
above). Many of the interviews are conducted 
by Shandling himself; they’re amusing on their 
own and, taken together, they forma portrait of 
one of the most complex comedians ever. 

Aman who guards his thoughts and emotions 
behind a deadpan wince and dismissive one-liners, 
Shandling uses the DVD format asa therapeutic 
tool, to go over old ground. Revisiting former col- 
leagues and friends to find out how they felt about 
both Larry Sanders and Garry Shandling amounts 
toa monumental display of self-centeredness— 
and a great deal of fearless revelation and humor. 

Before the British and American versions of 
The Office, and before reality TV became its own 
genre, The Larry Sanders Show made an artistic 


Wild 


BY KEN TUCKER 


virtue of playing off what we knew about celebri- 
ties on and off camera—how plugged-in we'd be- 
come about how the television industry works. 
Shandling’s Sanders was a Johnny Carson 
wannabe, a struggling late-night host complete 
with doofus announcer sidekick Hank Kingsley 
(Jeffrey Tambor), fiercely protective producer 
Artie (Rip Torn), and a staff of writers that 
included future Entourage breakout Jeremy 
Piven. Behind the scenes, Sanders was penned by 
such talents as Peter Tolan (Rescue Me) and Judd 
Apatow (The 40 Year-Old Virgin). 

Watch the episodes for their enduring 
pleasures and’90s time-capsule kitsch 
(Don’t panic.” Artie tells Larry the day be- 
fore a taping. “Macaulay Culkin dropped out. 

Geography quiz”). Then check out the weirdly 
intimate meal chat that the star and Sharon Stone 
share at her house, or the amazingly tense conver- 
sation between Shandling and Apatow; the latter, 
though smiling, tells Shandling that “I want to 
punch you” for cutting a joke he wrote years ago. 

Some will say that 23 episodes out of the 
89-episode run, when only the first season has 
been previously made available on DVD, aren’t 
enough, no matter how compelling the extras. If 
you're acompletist, there’s no argument that 
you're right. But I'll take the cream of the series, 
along with such unprecedented self-analysis, as 
its own work of art with a capital A. 


About 
‘Larry’ 


A best-of set pays homage 
to the host with the most. 
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Poli Sigh 


A tangential drama documents 
tragedy on the campaign trail. 
BY JEFF LABRECQUE 


Director-choreographer Bob 


Fosse put a whole lot of himself Bobby | Thereisagreatstory tobe 


into the character of Joe Gideon, EmilioEstevez, | toldabout L.A’s Ambassador 
the chain-smoking, bed-hopping Laurence | Hotelon June 4,1968. Unfor- 
sonofabitch genius portrayed by Fishburne _ tunately for director Estevez, 


Roy Scheider (left) in ALL THAT 
JAZZ: SPECIAL MUSIC EDITION 
(R, 123 mins., 1979). Like Gideon, 


R,119mins, | there are not 22 of them, On 
2006 | that day, the once-majestic 
——————"_ hotel is bustling with activity, 
eae see ea as plans are finalized for Robert Kennedy's ill- 
choreographed a major Broadway fated California-primary bash, Estevez, who 
musical (Chicago), a test of endurance that almost killed him (that's even earnestly shares that “I’ve been preparing to do 
Fosse's address on the bottle of Dexedrine that Gideon reaches for every this movie my whole life” in “Bobby: The Making 
morning). On a lively commentary, editor Alan Heim marvels at how “hard ofan American Epic,” introduces nearly two 
on himself” Fosse was. But that self-excorlation seems less like a troubled dozen hotel employees and guests on their colli- 
conscience than a side effect of absolute narcissism. The tears of Gideon's sion courses with infamy, But Estevez rotates 
lovers—we never learn to care for them—serve mostly to demonstrate the Ramm era stavelscadieerester to anoten 
burdens of being a womanizer, and the indulgent fantasy sequences don't 
Juite add up to 8'/ in 4/4 time. Even if the story fails to charm, Fosse's Renny sco 
ski asa cates atherebls inventive fii his dazzling tableaux—do be justifying the subsequent tangential cipher. 
translate to filmmaking, The visuals, as acolytes Liza Minnelli and Kenny Only the bustling kitchen—where the chef (Fish- 
Ortega attest ona slight featurette, are intoxicating. B Sean Howe wae ponticaes on ae anda Mexican base 
oy (Freddy Rodriguez) stews over missing the 


Dodgers game—serves up compelling characters 
and drama. The story ends in that kitchen, and 
for many, Kennedy wasn’t the greatest casualty: 
“The series of assassinations destroyed the 
fabric of this country’s belief in itself,” says 
Harry Belafonte, who plays a hotel regular. In 
“Eyewitness Accounts From the Ambassador 


EEG | : ware Hotel,” Paul Schrade, the United Auto Workers 
The Silent Partner | The Untouchables | Shanghai Surprise rep who was injured in the shooting, wistfully 


and each one’s sole dramatic purpose seems to 


Elliott Gould, Season 1, Vol, 1 Madonna, Sean Penn ‘ ,, mavaltoyeaty 
Christopher Plummer Robert Stack, Jerry Paris | PG-13, 93 mins., 1986 anes you eee iS aes 

Beste SME eee eee Some bad films become somewhat salvage the frayed threads of 22 hectic 
Mild-mannered bank kitschy-cool with age, but lives, but Estevez’s effort mostly falls flat, C= 

teller Miles (Gould) ma- The same mystique that this stinker continues to 

nipulates, steals, and covers made an icon of a fat New rot, Penn teams up with 

upamurder—and he's the | Jersey mobster informs then wife Madonna as 

good guy. Welcome to the the stylish first 14 episodes "30s rapscallion charged 

morally ambiguous cine- of this series based on Eliot _| with helping the Material 

ma ofthe 1970s, Taking | Ness’ book. Stack’s Ness Girl's missionary/nurse..we 7 
advantage of a heist in Is dogged, incorruptible, lost you at “missionary/ is 
progress, Miles tricks the | and square in his attempts nurse,” didn't we? While i 
robber (Plummer) andnabs | to lasso the high-living the tabloids claimed that : 
$48,000 for himself, set- | gangsters with therat- | the duo had chemistry in 5 
ting off a thrilling game of a-tat-tat patois (Capone, real life, those sparks never g 
cat and mouse. Gould Ma Barker, etc.) Heeven | showed up on the screen, i 
comes off as a bit too shows a grudging admira~ EXTRAS D-list celebs like H 
nebbishy, which leaves tion for a few, like the Melissa Rivers riff on fave : 
room for Plummer's dashing ex-con played by scenes; and ina doc, sup- H 
thief—a cold-blooded Hawaii Five-O's Jack Lord, | porting players dish about : 
psychopath every bit as who says (after Ness bids paparazzi and Madonna's H 
chilling as Anthony Hop- him “Say hello to the boy prima donna antics. 5 
kins' Hannibal Lecter—to forme"), "You'renobody | One even describes set life Tears and fe 3 
steal the movie. EXTRAS | heeverheard of” EXTRAS | _as “almost like the Middle Staion Stone 


William H. Mi 


None, B+ —Nick Spagnoli | None. B+ —Kirven Blount East." D —Poul Katz 
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An 
The Streets of Payback Bedazzled 
San Francisco The Director's Cut Peter Cook, 
Season 1, Vol. 1 Mel Gibson Dudley Moore 
Karl Malden, Unrated, 90 mins.1999 | PG-13, 104 mins., 1967 
Michael Douglas The initial version of the Any film that includes the 
Unrated, 745 mins., 
es Mel-starring thriller was an | billing "Raquel Welch as 
above-average exercise in Lust” is off to a good start, 
This 70s crime procedural | retronoir.Sothisnew cut | and director Stanley Do- 
finds Malden and Douglas | from BrianHelgeland, who | nen’s comedic Faust 
playing no-nonsense police | wasreplaced during post- | _retelling, set in swinging 
inspectors busting thieves, | production, plays largelyas | London, only gets better. 
dopers, and killers in the anitch-scratching exercise, | Balancing zany high jinks 
City by the Bay. While despite the restoration of and deadpan genius, this 
Douglas displays the same | his original, more ambigu- | Bedazzled bests its 2000 
good hair and wry charm ous ending. EXTRAS Adoc | remake with Cook's 
he'd later bring to the big finds Helgeland ruminating | unblinking Beelzebub, 
screen, Malden runs off on his removal with irritat- | Moore asa lovable short- 
with the show, proving tal- | ing equanimity. Butitdoes | order cook, an animated 
ent trumps looks every time. | contain a vital piece of sequence, and, best of all, 
EXTRASSlim tonone. Just | directorial advice, whichis | Cook's blasé intonation of 
an interview with the stars. | repeated on the amiably “You fill me with inertia” in 
So Douglas has time to star informative commentary: the theme-song set piece. 
in You, Me and Dupree but | If you want to keep your EXTRAS include two 
not fora commentary? job, never ever ever have minutes of Moore inter- 
That's twothings tobe | oneof yourcharacters kill | viewing Cook—in character 
ashamed of. B—PK a dog. B=—Clark Collis as the Devil. B+ —SH 


Double Take 


SET TO STUN 


O captain, our captain! Two new discs—a comic spoof and a straight- 
faced salute—offer proof of William Shatner's Star quality. 


Which is more entertaining— 
watching people make fun of 
William Shatner, or watching 
people deify him? The answer 
might surprise you. While the 
extended and uncensored 
COMEDY CENTRAL ROAST 
OF WILLIAM SHATNER 
(Unrated, 80 mins., 2006) 
is full of guttural laughs from 
punchlines we can't even 
think about printing, the set- 
ups soon become redundant: Hit his hair, his weight, and his overacting (after first 
taking shots at fellow roasters George Takei and Farrah Fawcett). The only truly 
unexpected moment comes in the behind-the-scenes extras, where we learn that 
Betty White draws the comedy line at the use of the word dong. The Emmy- 
nominated documentary HOW WILLIAM SHATNER CHANGED THE WORLD 
(Unrated, 85 mins., 2005), on the other hand, is thoroughly mind-blowing. 

The Shat-hosted film shows how the futuristic Star Trek literally inspired many of 
today's technological advances. Don’t believe it? You will after hearing testimony— 
and, in some cases, old dialogue—from superfans like the inventor of the cell 
phone, NASA's chief propulsion engineer, top neurosurgeon, and one of the brains 
behind QuickTime. It's enough to make any TV junkie fee! momentarily validated. 
And, perhaps, to get Trekkies some tail. Roast: B World: A-—Mandi Bierly 


THE CHART 


DVD SALES 


ERAGON 


Fox's fire-breathing- 
dragon fantasy was 
superhot, leaving 
stars like Sly Stallone 
(Rocky Balboa) and 
Leo DiCaprio (Blood 
Diamond) in the dust. 


a 


ERAGON - |g50, 1 | c 
ROCKY BALBOA — |sm3a) 1 |B 
BLOOD DIAMOND - [gz 1 | a 
© On the DVD documentary 


Blood on the Stone,’ Sorious | 
Samura—a journalist from 
‘Sierra Leone and consultant 
on thefilm—examines the 
current state of the diamond 
trade. Even with industry 
safeguards in place, he ex- 
plains, the stonescan still 


be smuggled. 
CASINO ROYALE 1 |siemo| 2 | a 
THE HOLIDAY 2 |$e32) 2 | a 
PETER PAN: PLATINUM... a 
MICKEY MOUSECLUBHOUSE... - | — | 1 | — 
= 

BORAT:CULTURALLEARNINGS.... 4 ($1285) 3 | B+ 
THE NATIVITY STORY - |$7e) 1 | 
© Pope Benedict XVI 

2d: 


“Nativity Story’ was the | 
first feature film to have its 
premiere in Vatican City. 


EVERYONE'S HERO. = |us) 1 | Be 


© Executive producers 
Christopher and Dana | 
Reeve drafted stars like | 
William H. Macy and Robin 
Williams for this animated 
baseball adventure. Sadly, 
both Christopher and Dana 
passed away before the 
picture made it to theaters. 


‘THE DEPARTED 6 |siaz4 6 | 
BARBIEFAIRYTOPIA:MAGIC.. | 5 | — 2 | = 
FLUSHED AWAY 7 |$6a5) 5 | ce 
JUSTICELEAGUEUNLIMITED... — | — | 1 | = 
OPEN SEASON u |gon) 8 |B 

‘THE PRESTIGE nl i $83) 5 | he 
CINDERELLAIIATWISTIN.. | 13 | — | 7 | BF 
‘SOUTH PARK: SEASON 9 w fe] 3 f= 
CARS 19 |gzaaa 20 | A 

‘STRANGER THAN FICTION $404) 4 | te 
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IN D@G 


; 


WE TRUST 


DOG THE BOUNTY HUNTER Q5 
TUESDAYS AT 9PM/8C BAS. 


Presnted in part 


Elltel 


wireless 


aetv.com 


Mother of merc’ this the 
end of Tony? Or Christopher? 


Sundays, | Or Bobby “Bacala” or Phil 
9pm. | Leotardo or—shocking 
HBO | thought—Carmela? Dunno. 


What we do know is that this 
is the end of The Sopranos. So somebody’s end is 
probably near (I’m guessing more than one 
somebody) in the next nine weeks of the final 
‘on of one of modern television’s greatest 
achievements in dramatic storytelling. And 
yet for now, of course...we wait. Show cre- 
ator David Chase wouldn't have it any other 
way. Convulsions of exhilarating, violent, 
plot-powering action—otherwise known as 
whackings—have been the moments 
made headlines over the y 
sad, wise heart, The Sopranos illuminates the 
millions of moments of no action that make up 
the kind of life millions more of us know. 

It’s Tony’s dreams, free associations, and gut- 
gnawing existential agita that give the series its 
emotional greatness, while Adriana or Big Pussy 
gets the buzz. And it’s because we can feel the 
weight of Tony’s unwhackable anxieties, even 
when he’s just slumped in a lawn chair staring at 
water as ducks go by (ducks! Like doves of peace, 
they quack in the end as they did in the begin- 
ning!), that we're so enthralled when something 
less regularly suburban does go down. 


c Crime 
Kp Wave 


After six seasons, The Sopranos 
says goodbye—but who 

will survive to see the end? 

BY LISA SCHWARZBAUM 


James Gandolfi 


is Sate tere 


‘smiling now... 


There’s a fair amount of sitting around in 
the first episode—and yet every minute is 
alive, loaded with middle-aged melancholy 
(Tony’s) and dread (ours). Offering a tableau 
of almost hilarious mellowness and serenity— 
Tony and Carmela, Janice and Bobby, sharing 
a pastoral family weekend of food, drink, and 
rule-bending Monopoly-playing at a woodsy, 
lakeside vacation house to celebrate T’s 47th 
birthday—Chase and his writers turn the 
fantasy of country living on its head. They 
manage to hint at enough distrust, disap- 
pointments, and simmering resentments 
for a reasonable viewer to break out ina 
sweat of worry about the fate of everyone at 
the table. And even those not present. Just a 
word, a phrase, vibrates with import: “I’m old, 
Carm,” from Tony, or “What did I say?” from F 
Janice to her annoyed sister-in-law, spoken H 
in the exact same tones of sadistic innocence { and James Gandol- 
once heard from her mother. | fini first acted 
Inan opening scene, the early-morningsound _} together as bickering 


| + Aida Turturro 


of someone—feds? cops? disgruntled business spouses in the 1992 
jates?—pounding at the front door awak- Broadway revival of 
ens Carmela, who bolts up in the Soprano mar- A Streetcar Named 
riage bed and asks her sleeping husband, “Is this _; Desire, starring 

it?” She means the punishment, the endgame, Jessica Lange and 


associ 


the losingroll of the dice she always knew came _| Alec Baldwin 
with Mr. S. This is not it, yet, butit’s coming. The _} (above). Fightin’ 


wait is agonizing, and worth it. then, fightin’ now. 
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Stork Club 


Anew sitcom about a mom-to-be 
successfully delivers some laughs. 
BY GILLIAN FLYNN 


Notes | Acomedy about pregnancy 
Fromthe | seems doomed toa particularly 
Underbelly | sticky circle ofhumor hell: 
Thursdays, | How many jokes about mater- 
10pm, | nity underwear and morning 
‘ABC | sickness can one endure? My 


original guess would have been 
about L.3, but it turns out that Notes From the 
Underbelly, exec-produced by Barry Sonnenfeld, is 
no mere “pregnancy comedy.” Underbelly stars 
Jennifer Westfeldt (Kissing Jessica Stein) as Lau- 
ren, a sensible thirtysomething who ambivalently 
decides to have a baby with her doofy, earnest 
husband (Peter Cambor). On their nine-month 
journey, they collide with all sorts of odd people, 
from the Stepford Wife whose business card reads 
“Scrapbooker/Mommy’” to the new parents who 
corner them like undead ghouls so they can re- 
veal how horrific parenting really is. As Lauren’s 
cynical single best friend, Rachael Harris (Fat 


Parent 
rap: Westfeldt 
and Harris 


Actress) provides a needed blast of acid. “Rain- 
bows,” she snaps when a pregnant friend asks her 
to say something nice. Unfortunately, for every 
scene with Harris, there’s a grating counter- 
balance: Lauren’s other friend, baby-voiced Julie 
(Melanie Paxson from the Glad trash-bag com- 
mercials), a chipper, pregnant housewife who's 
about as appealing as a butter mint stuck in the 
back of the throat—one of those irritating charac- 
ters who exist only so we can roll our eyes and 
groan knowingly. Overall, however, Underbelly 
eschews cliché and makes pregnancy surprisingly 
laughable—including a very funny gag witha 
breast pump. A phrase I never thought I'd say. B 


“Rachael Harris 
providesa 
needed blast 
of acid. ‘Rain- 
bows,’ she 
snaps whena 
pregnant friend 
asks her to 
say something 
nice.” 


BRAVOTO BRAVO’S REALITY SHOWS? 


With hairdo battle ‘Shear Genius’ debuting April 11, we survey the network's unscripted oeuvre. —Tim Stack 


Blow Out 
(June 2004) Who knew 
ladies’ lacks could be so 
absurdly emotional and 
dramatic? Jonathan 
Antin showed that even 
big boys do cry. Over 
their hair-care products 


Queer Eye for the 
Straight Guy 

(July 2003) The world 
meets the Fab Five, and 
straight men everywhere 
finally learn the impor- 
tance of window treat- 
ments and moisturizer. 
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Manhunt: The Search 
for America's Most 
Gorgeous Male Model 
(October 2004) 
Cemented Bravo as the 
gayest network on TV 
(Sorry. Logo!), but was 
as vapid as the models. 


Project Runway 
(December 2004) One 
of the all-time best real- 
ity shows has spawned 
catchphrases ("Make 

it work!”) and several 
inferior rip-offs (e.9., 
Bravo's own Top Design). 


Shear Genius 

(April 2007) Jaclyn 
Smith looks fabulous 
while hosting this coif- 
fure competition, but 
is there anything more 
boring than watching 
people cut hair? (No.) 


DEBATING ‘DANCING’ 


Tim Stack is bewitched by the shiny sequins and acrobatic villains, while 
Whitney Pastorek hacks away at the hopefuls 


Dancing With the Stars not only provides 
painless entertainment but actually 
makes you nostalgic for the glory days of 
1970s sequin-loving variety shows, like 
The Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour. The 
entire production, including the 
celebrity audience members (is 
that Chuck Woolery cheer- 
ing on Shandi Finnessey?), 
is primed for maximum 
cheesy enjoyment. Even 
more impressive is how 
Stars’ producers seem to 
realize that in order to 
keep us coming back each 
week, viewers need the lure 
of either a villain or a big, hot 
mess. This season, we have both 
rolled into one with Heather Mills, Paul 
McCartney's much-maligned soon-to- 
be-ex-wife and a one-legged dancing 
wonder who performed a backward 
walkover on the March 26 episode. What 
kind of reality-show Grinch doesn’t 
enjoy this gloriously kitschy ode to dance 
and fallen careers? —Tim Stack 


Instead of ranting about how the 
tabloid culture that fuels Dancing With 
the Stars is on track to bring about the 
end-times, I'll just address the way this 
is actually a very poorly executed TV 
show. Even if you can get past 
the absurdly solemn scoring 
system, the insipid post- 
performance interviews, 
the barely masked self- 
loathing of cohost Tom 
Bergeron, and the faux- 
affirmational implica~ 
tion that these “stars” 
are undergoing a life- 
changing experience while 
vamping for our approval, the 
producers have also packed in 
enough commercials to generate the 
gross national product of Sweden. And 
they feel the need to continuously 
remind us who's up next in case our tiny 
little squirrel brains forgot. Honestly, 
| can't believe people look forward to 
having their intelligence so insulted 
every week. Whitney Pastorek 


SOUND BITES 


“Y’all have the wrong house. 

I don’t know anyone named Beth.” 
—DAHLIA MALLOY (MINNIE DRIVER), EXPLAINING 

WHY SHE DOESN'T WANT TO OPEN THE DOOR TO A 
COMMITTEE FROM TEMPLE BETH-EL, ON THE RICHES 


“I'm gonna be grayed out on the NBC website 


now. | hate that. | hate being grayed out.” 
—TIM, AFTER BEING FIRED ON THE APPRENTICE: LOS ANGELES 


“Disney's making a movie starring a black 
princess. And we only had to get through a 
Native American princess, an Arab princess, 
a Chinese princess, even a half-fish princess. 
Not to mention the countless cats, dogs, 
mice, elephants, talking cars, and whatever 
the hell Stitch was.” 

~"SENIOR BLACK CORRESPONDENT” LARRY WILMORE. ON THE 
DAILY SHOW WITH JON STEWART 


“It was the end of an era today—Britney 
Spears and Kevin Federline...reached a 
settlement yesterday. It took a little longer 
than it should have because Kevin, for some 
reason, insisted on being paid in scratch-off 
lottery tickets.” 

JIMMY KIMMEL ON JIMMY KIMMEL LIVE 


THE CHART 


THERATINGS 


AMERICAN 
IDOL 


Despite Chris Sligh’s 
off-tempo perfor- 
mance and Sanjaya's 
hair-raising ‘do, the 
March 27 idol topped 
the ratings. 


THE TOP 20 wens [sr wets 


AMERICAN IDOL 22 | 1 
Fox, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 


AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 29 | 2 


CSICBS, Thursday, 9 p.m. za | = 


HOUSE Fox, Tuesday, 9:07 pm. 208 | — 


© Facing new competition from the 
‘Dancing With the Stars’ results show, 
Fox's medical drama was off 3.6 
million viewers from its last first-run 
episode, on March 6. 


DANCING WITH THE STARS 204 | 4 
‘ABC, Monday, B p.m, 
DANCING WITH THE STARS mg | = 
ABO, Tuesday, 9:04 p.m. | 
SHARK CBS, Thursday, 10:01 p.m. us | = 
"TIL DEATH Fox, Wednesday, 9:30 p.m. us | 8 
NCAA BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP wa | = 


CBS, Saturday. 8:39 p.m, 


© Looks like there arealotofbasket- 
ball fans in the Sunshine State. This 
year's NCAA Final Four matchup, fea- 
turing UCLA and Florida, drew roughly 
1.2million more viewers than last 

‘year’s bout, between UCLA and LSU. 


‘SURVIVOR: FIJI CBS, Thursday, 8 p.m, 137 | = 


COLD CASE CBS, Sunday, 10 pm. 32 | 10 


CSI; MIAMI (R) CBS, Monday, 10 p.m, 131 [5 


LAW & ORDER: SVUNBC, Tuesday, 10pm. | 129 | 41 


DEALORNODEALNEC, Monday.9pm. | 2 | — 


24 Fox, Monday, 9 pm, ns | 18 


60 MINUTES CBS, Sunday, 7 p.m. 


LOST ABC, Wednesday, 10 p.m. 


CRIMINAL MINDS (R) 
CBS, Wednesday, 9 p.m, 


DEALORNODEAL(R)NBC,Monday.Bp.m.| 1.0 | 9 


NCIS (R) CBS, Tuesday, 8 p.m. oa | 6 


OFF THE CHART ABC's reality show ‘The Great 
American Dream Vote’ (57th, 79th), hosted by the 
“ittle bit rock ‘n’ roll” Donny Osmond, aired twice 
last week but attracted only 5.9 million and 4.5 
million viewers. The network promptly shelved the 
series, Maybe that was America’s dream? If'so, 
then the program was a success. 
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You need another 
television channel 
like you need 

a fork in the eye. 


Last time we looked, there were over 300 television channels already out 
there. And that’s plenty. But the way we look at it, Channel 1 is a “channel” in 
name only. Because your average TV channel can’t give you an abs workout 
at exactly 7:42 a.m. Or become an instant karaoke machine if your friends 
drop by. Or let you watch hundreds of free movies whenever you want. Yes, 
this is a channel like no other. This is your On Demand channel from Comcast 
Digital Cable. And maybe you don’t need it. But you'll really, really want it. 


‘Not avaliable in ll areas. Comcast Digital Cable service subscription required. Call Comcast for details and restrictions. 


ch 


Its Comcastic! 


JA WHEAT 


Ww HA i to WA ; Gc H Aday-to-day guide to notable programs* 


rr 


SERIES RETURN ‘ James takes his 


crown and heads 


9:30-10Pm 
The King of Queens cas,ec-1 


It is not shot in a faux-documentary style. It doesn't stage elab- 
orate musical episodes. It’s not filled with knowing inside jokes. 
Yet for nine seasons, The King of Queens has been the most 
underappreciated comedy on television. The last run of originals 
begins with episode 200, in which Doug and Carrie are thrown 
into a jealous rage over Deacon and Kelly's new summer ho 
(“You slap a smile on your face and you pretend you like it when 
good things happen to other people,” Doug instructs his wife.) 
Enjoy it while you can. B+ —Dalton Ross 


TIMES ARE EA 


N DAYLIGHT AND ARE SUBVE 


MONDAY 4.9 Seay forthe exit_ 


Monday 4.09 


Season Premiere 


Falcon Beach 

ABC Family, TV-PG 

Won't you help Jason save 
the marina? Of course, it'd 
be better if you knew who 
Jason was. Jump in tonight! 


Season Premiere 


Little People, 

Big World 

TLC, TV-PG 

The youngest Roloff battles 
a serious farm injury. 


The New Adventures 

of Old Christine 

CBS, TV-PG 

Impersonal? Please. You hit 
reply all” accidentally and 
find out just how acutely 

personal e-mail can be. 


Tuesday 4.10 


Thank God You're 
Here 


NBC, TV-PG 

Stars can play this ambush 
sketch show with David 
Alan Grier and Dave Foley 
so many ways: Fit seam- 
lessly into a scene, a la 
Wayne Knight. Or take it 
over completely like Bryan 
Cranston. Either style, hi- 
larious. But what happens 
if the celeb falls flat? B+ 


Cold Comfort Farm 
Sundance, TV-PG 

Or you could make time with 
a Jane Austen flick. But 
when did you last see Rufus 
Sewell in one of those? 


SEASON PREMIERE 


How you say 

tion” en espafiol? Mexico 
wants Dog back after his 
last working vacation. 


House 

Fox, TV-14-DL 
Twenty-seven years since 
Airplane! and some dumb- 
asses still order the fish: 
House and Cuddy fight a 
virus at 30,000 feet. 


Work Out 

Bravo, TV-14 

Are Jackie and flip, flighty 
Rebecca engaged in lesbian 

flirtation? And of course by 
lesbian” we mean "gay 
until cancellation.” 


The Shield 

FX, TV-MA 

If you like Forest Whitaker, 
get your Oscar-winner fix 
while supplies last 


Boston Legal 

ABC, TV-PG-DLV 
Anyone else not digging 
the whole Clarence-Claire 
romance? Now Clarice 
and Claire? That | would 
believe—but that kind 

of thing only seems to 
happen on Work Out. 
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Thursday 4.12 


Season Finale 8-9Pm 

8-9Pm The Beautiful World 
"Til Death of Ugly Betty 

Fox, TV-PG-DL ABC, TV-PG-DL 

Having “show killer” Ted Don't be like us, zoning 
McGinley guest before out, staring at Betty and 


securing a season 2 pick- 
up? Bold, Death. Bold. 


Grey's clip shows, snarf- 
ing cupcakes, wondering 
if Men in Trees is ever 


Angel Alert! coming back. Live your 
9-10Pm 10-11pm life, people. 

Criminal Minds Shark 

CBS, TV-14-V CBS, TV-14-DLSV 8:30-9Pm 


¢< Wining/season: Ne 
fever Se Charlie's jiggle-sleuth is 
Solid team effort all growed up as “Smart 
—_— Angel” Kate Jackson 

8-9Pm guests as Prentiss’ mom. 

Friday Night Lights Nac, TV-PG-LV 

“Even if you're not a football fan." We've said that all 9-10pm 

along. Even if you're not a football fan, you'll lovethese American Idol 

characters, lose yourself in this story. Even if youdon't Fox, TV-PG 

know fava from Favre, watching the Dillon Panthers We're cool, whoever wins, 

roll into Texas Stadium—home of the Dallas Cowboys— _ because we're ina state 

is awesome. But can the Panthers pull it togetherto —_ of Sanjaya. What's that? 

win state with Coach Taylor (Kyle Chandler) hotfooting A nirvana of cluelessness, 

it out the door? It’s a tall order, even fora team with —_ a devotion to livi 

this much heart. Toss in old rivalries and the coach's —_ unexamined life. 

wife's (Connie Britton) own issues, and you've gota _just gotta get our hair to. 

clincher of a finale—even if you're not a football fan.A —_look like the Prophet's. 


It'sarareseriesthat's The Office 

as vigorous athomeas NBC, TV-14 

in the office. But Shark Hey, Andy's back from 
nicely pairs Sebastian _rage-hab! Quick, get your 
Stark's (James Woods) _ punches in while he's too 
road-to-Damascus shift “recovered” to fight back. 
from defense to DA with 

his high-wire act of rais- 9-10Pm 

ing a daughter (Danielle CSI 

Panabaker) while trying CBS, TV-14-LV 

not tosoundlikearaging The little voices inside 
hypocrite. When the plot Hodges’ head tell him 
turns toaslain pornking that Grissom wants him 
who exploited girls, the __ to find the Miniature 
stakes get higher. And __ Killer. (The voices don’t 
the show? Better.B+ like unresolved plotlines.) 


REALSIMPLE 


Life made easier. 


REALSIMPLE | 


For your free preview issue call 
1800 521 3002 or visit realsimple.com 
AOL keyword realsimple 

Also available on newsstands 


Friday 4.13 


10-l1pm 


Sunday 4.15 
” | 


8-10Pm 

The Staircase Murders 
Lifetime, TV-14-V 
Asexually ambiguous, 
unctuous Treat Williams 
stars as real-life novelist 
Michael Peterson, accused 
of killing his socialite 
wife and trying to pass it 
off as a drunken staircase 
whoopsie. His loving 
brood stand behind him 
at first. But, tellingly, 
they don't stand in front 
of him at, you know, the 
top of any steep steps. 

| C-—Leah Greenblatt 


Plain Jane: Loken and 
Rob Stewart muddle 


Painkiller Jane Scj Fj, TV-14-LV 

Having played a damn-near-indestructible cyborg in 
Terminator 3, Kristanna Loken stars here as a gov- 
ernment agent who, for as-yet-unexplained reasons, 
can't be killed by bullet, high fall, or even an over- 
dose of mawkish flashback. We're not going to say 
that the Amazonian actress is getting typecast—for 
fear that she might break every bone in our body. 
But we will suggest that this creaky, cliché-strewn, 
and pretty cheap-looking sub-X-Files enterprise 
needs to drastically improve if it wants to become as 
death-proof as its lead character. C— — Clark Collis 


ries Debut 
9:30-10am 

Get Married 

WEty, TV-G 

How-to show on nuptials 
provides everything but the 
partner. That's still on you 


Marathon Alert! 
1-8Ppm 

Robin Hood 

BBC America, TV-PG 
Right. You've already seen 
all seven episodes, No, | 
believe you, honest. (Liar.) 


9-10Pm 

Cold Case 

CBS, TV-PG-DL 

An ‘05 case means it's still 
lukewarm. It also means no 
nifty age-regression tricks. 


10-10:30Pm 

Girls Next Door 

E!, TV-PG 

Itain't the Grotto, but. 
Olympian Shaun White 
snowboards with the girls 


Series Return 

8-9pm 

Stargate SG-1 

Sci Fi, TV-PG-LV 

Last 10 episodes! Be glad: 
You made it the longest- 
running U.S. sci-fi series, 
kept MacGyver employed, 
and gave Beau Bridges 
something to do besides 
play Ed’s dad. Yay, you! 


9-10Pm 

Raines 

NBC, TV-14 

Raines puzzles out the 
mystery of a pal’s wife's 
death. Not with any help 
from her, mind you 


9:01-10Pm 

Six Degrees 
ABC, TV-PG-LV 
They cast it prettil 


10-10:30Pm 
Entourage 

HBO, TV-MA 

Vince, you idiot, do the 
Edith Wharton flick! The 
quickest way toa chick's 
thong is through stuffy 
19th-century-lit adapta 
tions. Sheesh, it's like we 
have to tell you everything. 


10-T1pm 

The Apprentice: 

Los Angeles 

NBC, TV-PG 

The apprenti make a mini- 
movie, ‘Cause they do that 
so often on Wall Street. 


THE DHARMA INITIATIVE! 
10:01-11em 
Brothers 
& Sisters 
ABC,TV-PG-L 


Don't worry, 

sitcom queen Jenna 
Elfman—that silence is 
the missing laugh track. 
You'll get used to it. 


Saturday 4.14 


8-9Pm 10Pm-MipNicHT 
Chasing Life Pretty in Pink 

CNN Oxygen, TV-G 

Live longer with Dr. Sanjay I think we're all mature 
Gupta! Well, not with him. enough to admit that 


| mean, he's friendly, but none of us liked the dress. 


not that damn friendly. 

Tipm-MipnicHt 
8-10PM Rodney Carrington: 
Shark Tale Live at the Majestic 
ABC, TV-PG Comedy Central, TV-14 


One of those chock-full- 
of-stars productions that 
proves Pixar doesn’t have 
to make every animated 


Cowboy hat, pit stains, 
homophobia—all the stuff 
you leave Hollywood for. 


movie that comes out. Tipm-MibNicHT 
Just that they should, MADtv 
Fox, TV-14-DL 
PUT YOUR TV ON Jamie Kennedy, Bobby 
0Ppm— Lee, and that 24 spoof 
MipNict x4 that won't die quietly. 
The Brit c 
Awards 11:30Pm—Tam 
2007 Saturday Night Live 
BBC America, TV-PG RN RREaREY 


English (song)bird 
Corinne Bailey Rae 
plays the home field 
for the U.K. Grammys, 


Shia LaBeouf! Um, y'know, 
Holes? Project Greenlight? 
That single ep of Freaks 
and Geeks? Yeah, him. 


Mind your ma‘nners: 
~ MolWique's cNaraes 
igo ffom cheap to hi 


10-11pm 

Charm School Vii 

VHT's Flavor Flav franchise continues to fold in on itself 
with this empowerment-peddling series that reunites 13 
poorly behaved Flavor of Love contestants. Their task? 
To live together in something resembling harmony—and 
to do it without spitting, weave-pulling, or defecating 
on the floor. It's way too gimmicky—there’s a list of 
meaningless commandments like “Thou shalt goeth, 
girl"—but School still charms thanks to host/mother 
hen Mo'Nique, who tones down her lippy bravado as she 
counsels the girls. “I'm M’Oprah,” she says after a round 
of oddly moving one-on-ones with them. “Baby, ‘cause 
they cried on my couch, too!” B—Nicholas Fonseca 
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HP recommends Windows Vista™ Home Premium. 


"(OMPUTER 
STERSONAL 
AGAIN. 


Family organizing just got easier. The touch-screen feature of the new HP Pavilion I Q770' nous PC 
with AMD LIVE!™ Smarter Digital Entertainment lets you handwrite digital notes, update the family 
calendar with ease and leave reminders in a place where everyone will be reminded. Its ease of use 
and elegant design create a digital organizer worth sharing with the whole family. 


(\ CALL1-800-525-MYHP 4% VISITHP.COM/PERSONAL {i STARTING AT $1,799 


©] 


Certain Windows Vista product features require advanced or additional hardware. See www.microsoft.com/windowsvista/getready/hardwarereqs.mspx 
‘and www.microsoff.com/windowsvista/getready/capable.mspx for details. Windows Vista Upgrade Advisor can help you determine which features of 
Windows Vista will run on your computer. To download the fool, visit www.windowsvista.com/upgradeadvisor, AMD, the AMD arrow logo, AMD LIVE! and 
combinations thereof are trademarks of Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. Microsoft and Windows are U.S. registered trademarks of Micrasoft Corporation. 
Windows Vista is either a registered trademark or trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. © Copyright 2007 
Hewlett-Packard Development Company, L.P. The information contained hereimis subject to change without notice. Prices may vary. Simulated images. 


‘Shock’ 
and Awe? 


Producer-to-the-stars Timbaland 
works his audio magic ona 
less established artist: himself. 


Expensive, 


pensive 


producer 
Timbaland 


The catchiest song on the new 
Timbaland album is “Give It 
to Me,” the percolating club 
hit featuring guest vocals by 
Justin Timberlake and Nelly 


BY JODY ROSEN 


beat: udio, with 
riends. He 
dition to 


cameos 


‘Timbaland had lying around the 
lots of guest appearances by famous 
certainly draws an A-list crowd. I 
Justin and Nelly, Shock Value feature 
by Elliott, 50 Cent, Dr, Dre, and Elton John, who 


Shock Value | f a 5 A 2 
(Mosley/Black- Furtado—although to call ita provides the wistful ivory-tickling on the ballad “2 
round/nterscope) | Songisn't quite precise. It’'sa Man Show.” There are some ambitious, not partic- 


victory lap. “We missed you on 
the charts last week,” Timber- 
lake sings, taunting less successful stars. In 2006, 
the Billboard charts became the personal play- 
ground of Timberlake and Furtado, who had the 
good sense to team up with Timbaland, the Vir- 


Hip-Hop 


ful experiments with rock, notably 
“One and Only,” a mess ofa collaboration with Fall 
Out Boy. But Timbaland’s good stuff—“Oh Timba- 
land,” “Bounce” (with Timberlake, Dre and Elliott), 
and halfa dozen others—is really good: music that 
moves the hips and stirs the head. Every bar or two, 


ginia Beach-based creator of planet Earth’s most gs erupt with sonic surprises—a sleazy 
otherworldly beats, Timbaland’s achievement blast of Farfisa organ, a ripple of Latin percussion, 
over the past decade is hard to overstate. Hi synth lines that sound likea revving lawn mower, | Backstory 
genious, shape-shifting production style—with its _a foghorn blast, an Xbox game gone haywire. ears 


odd rhythmic accents, synthesizer bleats, and 
clever use of silence and space—made hit radio 
safe for sonic avant-gardism, helped collapse the 
distinctions between rap and R&B and pop, and 
propelled the careers of his early muses Aaliyah 
and Missy Elliott. But with Timberlake's Future- 
Sex/LoveSounds and Furtado’s Loose, Timbaland 
moved to a new level of commercial dominance, 
and Shock Value is above all an exercise in gloat- 
ing—a chance to celebrate, and consolidate, his 
status as global pop impresario. 

‘Shock Value has the loose, occasionally slack 
feeling of a mixtape—a clearinghouse for the spare 


PHOTOGRAPH BY ERIN PATRICE O'BRIEN 


Some hip-hop purists have been grumbling 
about Timbaland’s new direction—his naked ambi- 
tion to step from behind the mixing board and 
become a Diddy-style rapper-producer-mogul. It’s 
true that Timbaland isn’t much ofan MC. He looks 
alittle silly with his newly pumped biceps, and 
he sounds even sillier on a song about ménages & 
trois. But the 2007-model Timbaland is something 
new in hip-hop: an aspiring tycoon and subpar 
rapper who also happens to be a musical genius— 
the closest thing 21st-century pop has to Duke 
Ellington. As shameless megalomaniacs go, we 
could doa lot worse. DOWNLOAD THIS: “Bounce” 
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‘Cassa’ Nova 


Indie romantic Conor Oberst takes 
arural turn on his latest album. 
BY LEAH GREENBLATT 


Conor Oberst: songwriter 
savant, indie-rock pinup... 
Traveling Wilbury? It certainly 
sounds that way on the 27-year- 


Le 


Bright old singer’s seventh Bright Eyes 
Cassadaga | album (he’s been recording 
(Saddle Creek) | Since he was 14). Whereas 
2005's breakthrough I’m Wide 


Rock | 


Awake, It's Morning incorporat- 
ed folk and country influences—Emmylou Harris 
sang on several tracks—it was also immersed in 
the narcotic-soaked urbanism of New York City. 
Cassadaga, on the other hand, goes in search of a 
(perhaps imaginary) heartland redolent of road- 
side bars and dusty truck stops—exotic American 
locales like the title town, a central Florida en- 
clave known for its concentration of psychics. Mu- 
sically, it’s his richest album yet, full of Nashville 
twang and Branson brassiness. And lyrically, the 
itinerant-traveler conceit is intriguing, even 


Various Artists Grinderman 
Quentin Tarantino's Grinderman 
Death Proof (Anti-) 
(Maverick/Warner Bros.) Rock 
Soundtrack 


Nick Cave's supposedly 
new band isn’t really new, 
at least not in terms of 
personnel: He's been 
working with bassist Mar- 
tyn Casey, drummer Jim 
Sclavunos, and violinist 
Warren Ellis for years. 
What's different is this 
short album's loose and 
ragged atmosphere—no 
gentle lullabies with pretty 
female backing vocals 
here. Instead, the band 
whips up an unusually 
fierce racket, and with 
Cave in finest tortured- 
yow! form, this is some of 
the singer's rawest music 
since he fronted the 
Birthday Party in the 


Though not a composer, 
Quentin Tarantino makes 
soundtracks that are as 
distinctive as the spaghetti 
Western scores of Ennio 
Morricone. QT devotees will 
be unsurprised to learn that 
the music from his half of 
Grindhouse includes funk 
(Pacific Gas & Electric's 
slinky “Staggolee”), surf 
guitar, soul, classic rock 
(T. Rex's “Jeepster”), and 
snippets from other sound- 
tracks (“Paranoia Prima,” 
by Morricone himself). The 
end product is another 
testament to the quality— 
and volume—of Tarantino's 
record collection. B+ 


—Clark Collis "80s. B+ —Rob Brunner 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: >DOWNLOAD THIS: 
“Staggolee” “No P—y Blues” 
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Eyes on 
the road: 
Oberst 


though its sweeping scope lacks the almost maso- 
chistically intimate power of earlier material. 
Oberst, always precocious, clearly has the knack 
for astrong hook and a well-turned phrase (see 
“Hot Knives” and “Classic Cars”). Still, Cassada- 
ga’s sound is at times too mature—a staid boomer 
suit fit too loosely on his Gen-Y frame. (An excep- 
tion? “Make a Plan to Plan to Love Me,” aSpector- 
tinged dream of girl-group coos.) Guests like 
Gillian Welch and M. Ward lack the impact of Em- 
mylou; their contributions are quieter, if no less ac- 
complished. And that's okay: In the end, Cassadaga 
is about Oberst—and the country that made him. 
B+ >DOWNLOAD THIS: “Make a Plan to Plan to Love Me” 


“Cassadaga 
goes insearch 
of a (perhaps 
imaginary) 
heartland 
redolent of 
roadside bars 
and dusty 
truck stops.” 


Album Preview: Wilco 


IN A‘BLUE’ MOOD 


The risk with any album as fervently anticipated as Wilco's Sky Blue Sky is that 


some people are going to be disappointed. “There are newer fans that are crying 


foul,” says Wilco frontman Jeff Tweedy of the early reaction to the CD, which 
hits stores May 15 but has already been streamed on the band's website 


(wilcoworld.net). “Every f—ing record I've ever made has been 
received in the same way. If that wasn’t happening, | think | 
would be worried.” Certainly Wilco's sixth studio disc repre- 
sents yet another shift for the musically mercurial outfit. 

Wilco began in 1995 as an alt-country act in the vein of 


Tweedy’s previous band, Uncle Tupelo. But their 
breakout, gold-certified 2002 album, Yankee Hotel 


Foxtrot, featured a good deal of dissonant sonic ex- 


petimentation. 2004's A Ghost Is Born sounded 
stranger still and featured a 10-minute song about 
tax-return-completing spiders. Sky Blue Sky, how- 
ever, is a more straightforward affair. Tweedy says 
the simplicity of tracks such as opener “Either 
Way” was partly a result of his recovery from the 
prescription-painkiller addiction that sent him 
to rehab just prior to the release of A Ghost Is 
Born. “It's a lot easier to speak directly in all 
areas of my life,” he says. “I just don’t have 
as much to hide. I'm not f—ed up and that 
makes things a lot simpler.” CC 


Fora Q&A with Tweedy, go to ew.com/wilco 
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Changing the radio station can take your eyes off the road for 5 seconds. 


The problem is, everyone does it. That's exactly why you need Allstate 
Accident Forgiveness. It keeps your rates from going up just because of (9) 


an accident. Only Allstate offers it starting the day you sign up. It's time 
Allstate. 


to make the world a better place to drive. 
CALL AN ALLSTATE AGENT OR 1-888-ALLSTATE. Meusemegoed ince, 


YOUR CHOICE dp AUTO” SAFE DRIVING BONUS - ACCIDENT FORGIVENESS - DEDUCTIBLE REWARDS - NEW CAR REPLACEMENT 


‘Based on a 2005 study from VTTI and the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development of 18 teen and 1 adult drvers. Fealures are optional and subject fo 
issuance is subject to qualifications. Allstate 


terms and conditions. Patent pending. Not available in eveny state. Safe Driving Bonus won't apply after an accident. Policy 
‘Company and Allstate Fire and Casvalty insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. 


Insurance , Allstate Indemnity Company, Allstate Property and Casualty insurance: 
(©2007 Allstate Insurance Company 
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MODEST MOUSE 


1, WE WERE DEAD BEFORE THE SHIP EVEN SANK (2007) 

“The picture on the cover is a hot-air balloon with an anchor instead of a 
basket. It's an idea | came up with because it represents stasis—the balloon 
will never go up or down. It's just a general feeling | have about everything: 
Every time we seem to cure or solve something, another problem pops up.” 


2. GOOD NEWS FOR PEOPLE WHO LOVE BAD 
NEWS (2004) 

“We showed up at our practice space one day and this 
artist friend put this on the wall—white arrows bleeding 
pink blood, We ended up re-creating it for the cover, 
because for us it kind of represented the mix of weird, 
good, and bad s— that was going on at that time.” 


3. THE MOON & ANTARCTICA (2000) 
“We hired Simon Larbalestier, who did a lot 
of the Pixies’ [covers]. He shot these two 
guys in white suits shaking hands. The 
idea was that the hands would represent 
the meeting of these two sterile things: 
the moon and Antarctica.” 


4. THE LONESOME CROWDED WEST 
(1997) “This cover makes a very direct 
connection to the title, because you have these 
giant apartment towers, but there's no actual 
human beings in them. It's crowded but lonesome.” 
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Panda Bear 
Person Pitch 
(Paw Tracks) 
Rock 


Lisbon-based musician 
Panda Bear, a.k.a. Noah 
Lennox, leaves behind his 
fellow mammals in the 
critically beloved rock ex- 
perimentalists Animal Col- 
lective for his third solo 
jaunt. Alone, he proves a 
charming spelunker of pop- 
music history—especially 
the sunny California sound 
of the Beach Boys/Mamas 
and the Papas era (vocally, 
Lennox almost out- 
Wilsons Mr. Brian Wilson 
on jangly, joyful standouts 
“Comfy in Nautica” and 
“Take Pills"). The result, 
filtered through a playful 
avant-garde sieve, is a 
lovely, trippy kaleidoscope 
of sound. A~ —LG 
>DOWNLOAD THIS: 
pects 


Tiésto 
Elements of Life 
(Ultra) 
Electronic 


On his third proper album, 
the Netherlands’ most 
famous Dy tries to spice 
up his trademark up-tempo 
trance style with fresh 
influences. Christian Burns, 
formerly of British boy 
band BBMak, adds appeal- 
ingly poppy vocals to lead 
single “In the Dark,” while 
a soaring, sensitive perfor- 
mance from L.A. singer- 
songwriter Charlotte 
Martin boosts “Sweet 
Things.” Elsewhere, though, 
it's back to pulsing synths 
and insistently thwacking 
drum machines—an all- 
too-familiar combination 
that's more likely to evoke 
aprés-club exhaustion than 
awild night out. B——SVL 
>DOWNLOAD THI: 
“Sweet Things” 


Anthony 
Hamilton 
Southern Comfort 
(Merovingian) 
R&B 


These unreleased tracks 
date back to 2000-2002, 
when Hamilton's longtime 
efforts to establish himself 
asa neo-soul singer had 
led to backup gigs and lit- 
tle else. You can hear the 
genuine frustration in his 
voice as he wails about 
feeling “so sick and tired 
of all that this world is 
offering” on the slow- 
burning, funky “Glad U 
Called.” Aside from a few 
underwritten tunes, it's a 
worthy set—made that 
much sweeter by the 
critical and commercial 
success that Hamilton 
would soon capture. B 
—Simon Vozick-Levinson 
>DOWNLOAD THIS: 
“They Don't Know” 


Brandi Carlile 
The Story 
(Columbia) 

Rock 


Carlile has a becoming alto 
that can succumb to the 
sleepies, as it did on her 
folksy 05 debut. But she 
can surprise you by leaping 
octaves to a loftier key, and 
when some passionate 
rasp creeps into her voice 
as she makes the switch, 
as in the terrific title track 
here, the gear-shifting 
effect can be thrilling, 
Producer T Bone Burnett 
has upped the caffein- 
ation all around, but even 
when Carlile reverts to a 
tranquil mode, this 25- 
year-old has an old soul's 
gift for songwriting that 
addresses how time subtly 
changes love and friend- 
ship. B* —Chris Willman 
>DOWNLOAD THIS: 
“The Story” 


Christopher 


as he did on 2005's Hold 
Me to This—than the 


enth LP unfolds like a vivid ‘Shadows Fall would like to 
dream, as Kazu Makino and push it into the top 10 via 


| 
uy Shadows Fall 
Riley Threads of Life 
Second Grace: (Atlantic) 
The Music of Nick Drake Metal 
eee) In the 13 years since this The squiggly metalcore 
NYC trio's debut, their subgenre, combining 
Pianist O'Riley has astyle | sound has matured from guitar-geek precision with 
better suited to tackling | shrieky noise to warm, tex- | thrashy bellowing, is start- 
the oeuvre of Radiohead— | tured art rock. Their sev- ing to convert the emo set. 
| 
| 
songs of Nick Drake. To be | Amedeo Pace's drowsy triumphant choruses, Ju- 
fair, the British singer's | vocals float in and out of das Priestly twin-guitar so- 
output has resisted most | focus above layered guitars | los, and singer Brian Fair's 


attempts at reinterpreta~ | and keyboards; subdued 
tion, and O'Riley is due atmospherics (“The 


dreadlocks. But translating 
extreme to mainstream is 


credit for songs like "Para- | Dress”) give way tourgent | an alchemical art—Threads 
site” on which he suc~ pleas ("Spring and by unravels because it sounds 
ceeds in matching the airy | SummerFall")anddance- | tom between mosh pit and 
material with beautiful able grooves (“Silently”). movie soundtrack (and get 


performances. However, It's an enthralling listen, ready to hoist your lighters 


‘complex arrangements proving once and forall © | tothe power ballad 

often overwhelm, rather that they deserve the wide | “Another Hero Lost”). Still, 
than serve, tracks like success of fellow travelers | such inner turmoil might 
“Pink Moon" and “North- | like Radiohead and Sonic | suit those black-clad teens 
em Sky.” B=—CC | Youth. A-—SVL | fine. B——Joe Gross 
>DOWNLOAD THIS: | >DOWNLOAD THIS: | >DOWNLOAD THIS: 
“Parasite” | “Silently” “Redemption” 


SONGS TO TOON OUT 


Master Shake’s all-time worst tracks 


1.“MR. JONES" Counting Crows (1993) “Itis 
incredible how stupid the lyrics to this song are. Take the 
worst open-mic poetry you've ever heard, then let an ugly 
frat boy with dreadlocks bounce around and sing it to you. 
There! You just saved 10 bucks.” 

2. “FOREVER YOUNG" Rod Stewart (1988) 

“Yeah, awesome. Telling your kid he’s never going to die is 
a great idea. Like he's not going to go test that out. When 
he comes home with a cobra hanging from his neck, don’t 
come crying to me.” 


Master Shake 
This straw man is 
an egomaniacal, 


anthropomorphic | 3. “1 TOUCH MYSELF” The Divinyls (1991) “When! 
fast-food beverage | think of the Divinyls touching themselves, | get more than 
as wellas starof } a touch of nausea. What are they now, like, 70?” 
the Cartoon Net- | 4, “BUTTERFLY” Crazy Town (1999) “Shame on 
work's Adult Swim 


you, Crazy Town, for giving crazy people a bad name. At 
least when crazy people crap 
their pants they don’t record it 


show Aqua Teen 
Hunger Force. He 
will next be seen in 


‘Aqua Teen Hunger | and putt on albums. Mediocre 

Force Colon Movie | Town wasn't taken—why didn't 

Film for Theaters, you roll with that name?” 
openingon April13.; 5, “INSANE IN THE BRAIN” 


Cypress Hill (1993) “You're 
not insane, guys. You're just 
really, really stoned, and that's 
pretty much all you have 

to talk about.” 


THE CHART 


TOP ALBUMS 


TIM 
McGRAW 


His first studio 
disc since 2004 
debuted with 
325K—second Me 

only to Norah é: Tim eons 
Jones this year. * - 


THE TOP 20 


TIM McGRAW Let it Go, Curb - a 


VARIOUS ARTISTS: - |i 
NOW That's What / Call Music! Vol. 24, Sony | 


© The ‘NOW’ franchise may finally be | 
losing to the lure of cherry-picking sin- | 
gles at iTunes. ‘NOW 23’ bowed with 
337K, but Vol. 24’ settled for 230K. 


‘YOUNG BUCK - 
Buck the World, G-Unit/interscope 


© Though Young Buck and Mims 
were separated by just one chart spot, 
the sales gulf was wider: Buck stopped 
at 140K, while Mims moved only 78K. | 


MIMS Music Is My Savior, Capitol -\4 
AKON Konvicted, SRC/Universal 6 | 2 
DAUGHTRY Doughtry, RCA 4 | 
GOOD CHARLOTTE - 1 


‘Good Morning Revival, Epic/Daylight 


© Good Charlotte might feel like Bad 
Charlotte after opening with 66K, 

a third of the 199K they entered with 
Tast time around in 2004. Other de- 
buts included an Elton John hits set 
with 49K; J. Lo en espanol with 48K; 
Redman, 44K; Lil’ Flip, 43K; and Ste~ 
vie Nicks’ best-of, with 34K. 


JOSS STONE Introducing Joss Stone, Vigin | 2 | 2 


ELTON JOHN -|a 
Rocket Mon: Number Ones, Mercury 

JENNIFER LOPEZ Como Ama Una Mujer, Epic) — | 1 
MODEST MOUSE 1 
We Were Deod Before the Ship Even Sank, Epic 

‘AMY WINEHOUSE w | 3 
Back To Black, Universal Republic 

REDMAN Red Gone Wild: Thee Album, Def Jam | — | 1 
LIL! FLIP / Need Mine, Warner Bros. -|a 


GWEN STEFANI The Sweet Escope, Interscope | 25 | 17 


CARRIE UNDERWOOD % | 7 
‘Some Hearts, Arista Nashville 

JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE n | 2 
FutureSex/LoveSounds, Jive/Zomba 

FERGIE The Dutchess, Interscope 3 | 2 
MUSIQ SOULCHILD Luvonmusig, Atlantic 8 | 3 
STEVIE NICKS Crystal Visions... Reprise -|a 
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Agent of 
Change 


In David Ignatius’ new thriller, 
an American spy goes so deep 
he questions his loyalties. 

BY JENNIFER REESE 


Backstory 


+ Black Hawk Down 
director Ridley Scott, 
above, is attached to 
helm a movie version 
of Body of Lies, 
tentatively titled 
Penetration, 

The script is by 
William Monahan, 
who just won an 
Oscar for Best 
Adapted Screenplay 
for The Departed. 
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‘ 


It’s tough to work up much 

nostalgia for the Cold War, but, 
| ifnothing else, we can thank 
| those decades of nuclear stand- 

off for nourishing one of the all- 

time great literary innovations: 

the spy novel. The serpentine 

masterpieces of Eric Ambler 

and John le Carré, populated 
by tragic little men who were simultaneously 
pawns and players in mind-bending games within 
games, can hold their own against the 20th centu- 
ry’s best literary fiction. The post-9/11 geopolitical 
scene, with its religious fervors and ever-shifting 
alliances and animosities, would seem to offer all 
the ingredients for terrific espionage tales, But 
can a Cold War genre contain today’s volatile con- 
flicts? And can a Westerner step outside his biases 
to produce a coolheaded, plot-driven thriller? 

In Body of Lies, Washington Post columnist 
David Ignatius applies the le Carré template to the 
feverish new global reality. Secretive but soulful 
CIA agent Roger Ferris—a classic type—is stationed 
in Jordan, charged with hunting down a diabolical 
al-Qaeda operative known as Suleiman. “We think 
Suleiman is coming to America next—maybe with 
nuclear or biological,” says Ferris’ shifty CLA su- 
perior. “He has all the strings in his hand. And one 
of these days, he’s going to pull them.” 

Ferris hatches a deliciously complicated scheme 


David Ignatius 
Thriller 


Author 


Ignatius 


to infiltrate Suleiman’s network, one that requires 
the corpse of an uncircumcised American male, 
fake mustaches, a mouth guard with poison gel, 
and the betrayal of some of Ferris’ allies, most no- 
tably Hani Salaa and ruthless 
chief of Jordanian intelligence. Hani in irre- 
sistibly complex figure, but Ignatius unwisely cuts 
corners on other crucial characterizations, crudely 
signaling his politics and undermining his tale. 

Back in Washington, D.C., Ferris has a wife, 
Gretchen, aselfish Republican lawyer and tax cheat 
who likes to “wear red, listen to U2, get bikini 
waxed ata fancy spa.” Who can blame Ferris for 
dumping this shallow right-winger for Alice Mel- 
ville, ahigh-minded young blonde working ina 
camp for Palestinian refugees? No “Sunday, Bloody 
Sunday” for Alice; she prefers the Lebanese croon- 
who sings “of the distantly remembered 
of Arab village life.” Under Alice’s influ- 

Ferris’ patriotic resolve erodes, and when 

her philanthropic work collides with his plans for 
busting Suleiman, he’s forced to make hard choices. 

Except, by now, they’re not particularly hard, 
as Ferris has been won over by Alice’s sermons on 
imperial overreach, and by the “enchanting, 
afflicted” culture of the Middle East. No matter 
how adamantly you agree with Ignatius’ point of 
view, or how much you want a happy ending for 
Ferris, it’s frustrating to find such a gooey center 
in an otherwise sophisticated thriller. 


Fresh Disasters 
Stuart Woods 
Thriller 


Wisecracking 
sleuth Stone 
Barrington is 
happier hang- 
ing out at Man- 
hattan haunts like Elaine's, 
but he's yanked from his 
comfort zone when he's 
hired by hapless nebbish 
Herbie Fisher to sue a ruth- 
less crime boss. Thrown into 
the NYC underworld, Bar- 
rington uses his wits, police 
connections, and seducer's 
charm to work the system, 
even if it costs him an occa- 
sional broken bone along the 
way. In the latest Barrington 
thriller, Woods keeps the 
action moving, the dialogue 
cracking, the plot twisting, 
and the babes seemingly 
melting at the mere sound 
of his hero's voice. Alt in al, 
it’s a whip-smart thriller 
that keeps you grinning 
even as the body count 
rises. B+ —Bob Cannon 


LITTLE 


PINK 
Suips 


Silly Heshes 


A Handbook to American Youth The Mistress’s | Coal Black Horse 
Luck Phil LaMarche Daughter | Robert Olmstead 
Cristina Garcia Debut Novel A.M. Homes | Novel 
Navek The opening CEE BREE Robey is just 
Inaloosely | chapters of At 31, Homes Pt 14 when his 
linked trio of LaMarche's ar- learned her ieee eccentric mom, 
narratives, resting debut birth mother MU orompted by a 
Garcia's novel unfold at an was looking for grisly premoni- 
opensin1968 | anxious clip. Ted, a soon- her. Hermother, | tion, dispatches him to 
and follows three children | to-be high school fresh- it turns out, got pregnant recover his father from a 
into adulthood: Cuban exile | man, is hanging out with when she was an unwed Gettysburg battlefield. 
Enrique Florit is the sonofa | two brothers, recent ar- 22-year-old in an affair with | Naive but resourceful, 
magician who's hit it bigin | rivals to an increasingly ex- | her married boss. Homes Robey gallops off on an 


Las Vegas; bright Marta urban rural New England meets both: her clingymom | extraordinary black stallion 
Claros sells used clothing | town. The brothers goad and arrogant dad. Despite | that becomes his de facto 
on the streets of SanSal- | Tediinto showing offhis.22, | some physical similarities | protector ("The horse held 
vador;and Leila Rezvaniis | leading toadeadly accident. | “his buttlooks familiar; | _ possession ofboth his wak- 
the privileged daughter of | social pariah when school | am watching himandi'm | ing-and sleeping mind’). 
a wealthy heart surgeon in | starts, Tedis soon lured into | thinking: There goes my | The journey is arduous: He 
Tehan.Inan eccentric. | agangofarchconservative | ass’—Homes finds nothing | gets accused of spying for 
world where mothers are youths who disdain drugs, of herself in the man. The the South and witnesses a 
accidentally electrocuted | _antigun laws, and the book's first part, which ran | rape; acon artist steals his 
on stage and brothers re- encroachment of outsiders | in The New Yorker, is a stud; and the landscape is 
side in coral trees, fate on the area. After ariveting | powerful examination of destroyed beyond recogni- 
naturally arranges for the start, though, LaMarche | family and self, of the tion, He can trust only the 
three to meet. The pleasure | begins positinghishero's | adopted versus the biologi-_| horse. In no-frills prose, 
here is Garcia's truffle-rich interior life rather than cal, but its impact is diluted | Olmstead deftly unspools 
prose and expert handling | showing it, and builds his inthe meandering second | Robey's too-early loss of 
of time’s passage, The plot, | ambitious plot to a pat, half. As always, though, innocence and harrowing 
such as it is, pales in com- after-school-special de- Homes’ prose remains razor | passage to manhood. 
parison. A=—Karen Karbo | nouement.B—ThomGeier | sharp, B —Tina Jordan B+ —Tanner Stransky 
What's New in...Chick Lit 


JUMPING THE VELVET ROPE =) 


LITTLE PINK SLIPS 

Sally Koslow The ex-top editor of McCall's 
(who was kicked aside so Rosie O'Donnell 
could launch ill-fated Rosie) pens a roman & 
clef starring plus-size celeb—tumed~maga- 
zine editor Bebe Blake. Celebrity Cameos 
Hugh Grant, Matt Lauer, Reese Witherspoon, 
and others pop up. Bottom Line Koslow's 
take on her faux Rosie is kid-glove but gener- 
ally dead-on (heart-shaped face, tight clothes, 
big mouth). Still, nothing beats watching the 
real version on The View. G+ —Lynette Rice 


DIARY OF A SOUTH BEACH 

PARTY GIRL 

Gwen Cooper (paperback) Rachel Baum, an 
obedient Miami native on the fast track to 
suburban anonymity, gets drawn into South 
Beach's treacherous nightlife, circa 1997. 
Celebrity Cameos Cameron Diaz, J. Lo, Leo, 
and other late-'90s stars. Bottom Line Coop- 
er's story has as much exotic appeal as Miami's 
famed turquoise tides...and can be just as 
shallow, But there's real wit and pathos be- 
neath the feather boas. B+ —Leah Greenblatt 


AMODEL SUMMER 

Paulina Porizkova A modeling agency 
discovers bookish 15-year-old Swede Jirina 
and whisks her to Paris. Think Top Model on 
coke: lots of coke, as well as booze, casting- 
couch sex, devious rivals—and one dreamy 
phatographer. Celebrity Cameos Only veiled 
ones, like a mode!-dating rocker who wears 
“ubiquitous glittery scarves.” Bottom Line 
Yes, supermodels can write. Porizkova delivers 
a dizzyingly detailed and wrenching tale of 
innocence lost. A= —Jennifer Armstrong 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY OR WHATEVER 
Annie Choi (paperback) A fresh, funny 
memoir that echoes the generation- and 
culture-clash anecdotes of fellow Korean 
American Margaret Cho—but with a gentler, 
PG-rated sensibility. Celebrity Cameos Does 
it get any bigger than the original superstar, 
Jesus Christ? His likeness covers nearly every 
square inch of Choi's increasingly Catholic 
parents’ L.A. home. Bottom Line Choi is a 
gifted and witty writer, but her material runs 
thin in the book's final third. 
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Coif Duty 


An American recalls her hairstyling 
adventures in the Afghan capital. 
BY JENNIFER REESE 


In 2002, looking for alittle 
adventure and escape froma 
sour second marriage, hair- 
dresser and self-described 


party girl Deborah Rodriguez 
left Michigan for Afghanistan. 
ae bul She intended to bandage 
Beauty wounds and splint broken 
Deborah | limbs, but decided that what 
Rodriguez | Kabul reallyneeded were 
Memoir | lessons in spiral perms and 


bikini waxing. And so, with 
contributions from Western cosmetic companies, 
Rodriguez opened an academy for beauticians in 
acity where many women still hid under burkas. 
Her bighearted and entertaining memoir, 
Kabul Beauty School, has a gossipy, conversational 
style familiar to anyone who's gotten highlights, 
but Rodriguez never shies away from the misery 
and oppression she encounters in the poor, 
rigidly patriarchal country, Her experiences 
range from the slapstick (watching bemused 
Afghan women open a crate of thong under- 
wear) to the heartbreaking, as she realizes she is 
powerless to stop the sexual exploitation ofa 
teenage student. There are gaps in her account 
that you could ride a camel through—why did 
this two-time divorcée wed an Afghan witha 
wife and seven children after knowing him all of 
20 days? But as she blithely puts it, “I hardly ever 
deliberate before taking action. I just do, occa- 
sionally with disastrous results,” Sometimes, as 
with this book, the results are delightful. B® 
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IGGY POP: OPEN UP AND BLEED 
Paul Trynka This bio details the punk icon's peaks (the 
David Bowie years) and valleys (homeless in L.A.). Bad 
Behavior Thinking it was cocaine, Bebe Buell snorted 
aline Iggy offered her, It was heroin. Lowdown Trynka 
thrillingly depicts Iggy's battle between his ambitious 
ego and his reckless id. A-—Michael Endelman 


DR. DRE 


Ronin Ro Straight outta the bookbinders, a look at the 
N.W.A. cofounder and hip-hop producing giant. Bad 
Behavior After a scuffle with TV host Dee Barnes, Dre 
supposedly said, “I was in the wrong, but it's not like | 
broke the bitch’s arm,” Lowdown Ro focuses too much 
on the music instead of the man. B=—Clark Collis 


Oh the Hell 
of It All 

Pat Montandon 
Memoir 


Montandon’s 
% breezy, score 
settling memoir 
~ shamelessly 
<== piggybacks on 
the success (and title, and 
jacket design) of her son 
Sean Wilsey's ‘05 book, 
Oh the Glory of It All. The 
daughter of a poor Okla~ 
homa preacher, she went 
on to manage a fancy San 
Francisco department store 
and host a radio show be- 
fore marrying millionaire Al 
Wilsey. It was a “grand life 
with grand friends and 
grand parties,” she gushes— 
until Wilsey dumped her for 
her best friend. Heartache 
and money troubles fol- 
lowed, and then her son's 
somewhat unflattering tell- 
all. Montandon's book rein- 
forces Wilsey's portrait of a 
self-absorbed, lovable-de- 
spite-it-all woman, B—JR 


WHITE BICYCLES. 
Joe Boyd (paperback) An American producer in Lon 
don's psychedelic '60s recalls working with Pink Floyd, 
Nick Drake, et al, Bad Behavior Here, it's jazz players 
who get drunk, toss furniture outa hotel window, and 
land in jail. Lowdown Revealing firsthand stories about 
a slew of Important artists, B++—Rob Brunner 


The Wild Trees The Remarkable 
Richard Preston Millard Fillmore 
Science George Pendle 
Faux Biogray 
patet conten) PAPEREACR ey 
platingthe | 
} nightmarish | Using diaries of 

threats posed — | Millard Fillmore 

by the micro- we that supposedly 
scopic and pernicious, the Feel! were just found, 
author of The Hot Zone and Pendle reimag- 


The Demon in the Freezer 
turns his gaze upward, to 
the realm of the towering 
and majestic. Specifically, 
the ancient redwoods of 
the Pacific Northwest—and 
the handful of daredevil 
scientists and amateur ex- 
plorers who have recently 
discovered an astonishingly 
rich and fragile biosystem 
that exists more than 350 
feet above the forest floor. 
Preston was clearly moved 
by his experiences—the 
thoughtful and engaging 
narrative is informed by a 
satisfying touch of spiritu- 
ality—and he brilliantly 
shares his ardor for the 
arboreal. A-—Wook Kim | 


ines our 13th president as 
a latter-day Forrest Gump: 
Fillmore befriends a young, 
suicidal Edgar Allan Poe and 
accompanies Abe Lincoln to 
Ford's Theatre, unwittingly 
handing John Wilkes Booth 
his gun. Pendle deserves 
kudos for his attention to 
detail (even the footnotes 
are funny) and dry humor 
("The fact that classes at 
the Electoral College con- 
vene only once every four 
years had led to its reputa- 
tion as something of a 
‘party school"), But his cre- 
ative spin on history lacks 
narrative tension. In the 
end, Fillmore seems...un- 
remarkable. B —Tim Stack 


elements, this taut novel is cartoonist's mother, whose 
above all reflection on the | obsession with the card 
haunting power of memory, | game kalooki explains its 
A-—Anat Rosenberg title. B# —Clark Collis 


sleazy kind of way), Dick- 
ey's novel is as forgettable 
as late-night Cinemax. 
C-—Clarissa Cruz 


‘SHOPAHOLIC & BABY Sophie Kinsella 4 


SISTERS Danielle Steele 6 


Sleeping With Promise Not Kalooki Nights TH E Cc HARTS 
Strangers | to Tell Howard Jacobson 
Eric Jerome Dickey Jennifer McMahon Novel FSIS 
Novel Debut Novel eee 
Violent rs Jacobson’ 
© ‘ : 2 NINETEEN 
e tawdry, and | On the night ninth novel is MINUTES 
VBR populated by Kate Cypher = NS Max Glickman, 
ERIC characters | returns to Ver- “Tigh a middle-aged For the third straight 
DICH with the mont totend | Jewish cartoonist for whom irate ctr pre 
ceey Sasa 14th novel held the No.1 
morals of horny alley cats, her Alzheim- “nothing was so dreadful fiction spot. The book 
Sleeping follows antihero | er's-stricken mother, a that I couldn't see its follows the aftermath of 
Gideon, a ruthless, anxiety- | teenagegirlisfounddeadin | essential drollery.” Certainly a school shooting. 
fidden hitman trying to | the woods nearby. Thekill- | he’s able to locate gallows 
score enough money sohe | ingisstrikingly similar tothe | humor in most aspects of FICTION TOP 10 
can retire from his mur- murder of Kate's childhood | life: Glickman’s Jewish- 
derous trade. Buthehas | friend, scrappy misfit Del. history-themed graphic ANNE TEEN MINUTES cio 
to purge his demons first, | McMahon unfurls a whirl- novel Five Thousand Years FOR A FEW DEMONS MORE Kim Harrison 1 
which takes him through wind of suspense in chap- | of Bitterness is subtitled © ‘Demons’ is the fifth book in Harrison's 
the red-light districts of ters that alternate between The F---ing of the Jews. fantasy series, The Hollows, but the first to 
London and Amsterdam to | 1971 and 2002: Are the Yes, Jacobson's good taste debut in hardcover. The previous volumes 
find the woman responsi- | twohomicides connected? | may be debatable, but not Rr are ee Aen cca 
ble for his depravity. | Is someone trying to frame | his ability to summon up 
Bloody fistfights, improb- | Kate for both? Is Del seek- rich, colorful characters, WHITETHORN WOODS Maeve Binchy 3 
able dialogue, and raunchy | ing revenge from the after- | including a boyhood ac Re aa 7 
sexscenes ensue. And | life? Combining murder quaintance of Glickman’s Mehaa (aaa 
while the plot can be mystery and coming-of- whose parricidal ways drive 
entertaining enough (in a | age tale with supernatural | the novel's plot, and the DADDY'S GIRL Lisa Scottoling 2 
| 
| 
| 


HEART-SHAPED BOX Joe Hill 5 


© The son of best-seller (and EW columnist) 
Stephen King, Hill cracks the top 10 for the 
{first time with his debut horror novel, about a 
‘musician haunted by a violent ghost. ‘Box’ 
now has more than 100,000 copies inprint. 


Title Fights 


New books that’llmake you do a double take in stores this spring TEE MAIC MAN TE cele 4 


FOR ONE MORE DAY Mitch Albom, 25 


‘SHELL GAME 

Sarah R. Shaber In this mystery, a forensic his- 
torian looks into the murder of a friend 

SHELL GAME 

J. Michael Veron A lawyer details his nine years 
battling Shell Oil over pollution on his family farm. 


aut 


‘THE SECRET Rhonda Byine 


GRACE (EVENTUALLY) Ann Lamott 1 


© A former journalist anda single mother, 
Lamott explores the spiritual trappings of 
everyday life in this essay collection, which 


OBSESSION debuts with an initial print run of 200,000. 
i Shrink Al 

Jonathan Kellerman A thiller about shrink Alex WouiyaNoheyeua Duan 5 

Delaware investigating a deathbed confession. 

OBSESSION IN AN INSTANT Lee and Bob Woodruff 4 

Karen Robards A thriller about a CIA employee ‘YOU: ONA DIET Michael F. Rolzen, MD. and 2 


who loses her memory and goes on the run. Mehmet C. 02, MD. 


CHRYSALIS: 

Kim Todd A bio of a German woman who studied 
and drew insects in late-17th-century Surinam. 
THE CHRYSALIS 

Heather Terrell Was a Dutch masterpiece once 
Nazi loot? In this thriller, a lawyer seeks answers. 


‘ALONG WAY GONE Ishmael Beah 6 


| FEEL BAD ABOUT MY NECK Nora Ephron 3 


HOW DOCTORS THINK Jerome Groopman, M.0. 2 


‘THE AUDACITY OF HOPE Barack Obama 2 


INFIDEL Ayaan Hirsi Ali 7 


EvTERTAnONT WEERLY (SS 0490434 SPLSLSHED WEEAY EXCEPT TE FST SLES MUAY MAE OILY IT AM ADT SLE BY EXTERTAONENT VEEL RCA LY OWNED SUBSDURY OF IME FRNCPAL OFF STS BROADWAY EW YORK 10070. DADS. ORR, 
FRESUENT NANCY IAN TREASUER OFS REPATH SERETARYPERCOLALS POSTAGE FAO AT NEW ICR CMO RIOT MALAGOFFCES. US SBSCRPTON $8104 OR SO SSUES CANADA POST PLSLEATING MAL KEPEEVENT 0D CTO PETIAN NCELNERALE CAUCA ACORESSES TO POSTAL ST 
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THE LONG 


GOODBYE 


By Mark Harris 


pring is here, the sun is shining, I saw the season’s first robin 
yesterday, and that can mean only one thing: Death is ap- 
proaching, Together, we have just rolled onto the short, dark, 
and scary runway labeled the Beginning of the End for 
arguably the two most talked-about fictional characters of the last 10 
years: Harry Potter and Tony Soprano. Soon, we're going to learn if 
they live or die—and, more importantly, if David Chase (after 86 hours) 
and J.K. Rowling (after 4,125 pages) have kept their end of 
the deal we made years ago when we told them, “We'll follow 
you all the way, as long as you know where youre going.” 
Harry’s and Tony’s creators/terminators face an awesome 
responsibility. At a New York screening of the first two 
episodes of the final season of The Sopranos, David Chase 
introduced his cast—not just the regulars, but three dozen 
actors, major and minor players in the grand scheme, 


ashow like The Sopranos), we want closure: not a 
perfect, tidy resolution, but not the kind of life- 
goes-on nonending that leaves room fora Sopra- 
nos movie either. If I sound nervous, you know 
why: We've all been burned so often. We've in- 
vested years in shows only to see them blow the 
game at the buzzer, and final episodes that break 
faith with the audience can splash their medioc- 
rity backward onto our memories of an entire 
series. We've endured the dragged-out-so-long- 
that-we-stopped-caring collapse (The X-Files), the 
they-never-really-knew-where-they-were-headed 
derailment (Alias), the contempt-for-their-own- 
characters middle finger (Seinfeld), and the who- 
knows-who-cares-gotta-go fake-out (wow, soall of 
St. Elsewhere was an autistic child’s daydream? 
Deep!). It’s hard to watch Lost (sorry, but I’m off 
the island) or Heroes (I’m still hooked) without 
gritting your teeth and thinking, These guys better 
know what they’re doing. “Jumping the shark” has 
become a catchall dismissal for a reason: That 
sinking feeling when you suddenly realize that the 
driver doesn’t have a map is all too common. 
(Maybe American Idol is so addictive, and some- 
times so stupid, because we’re driving.) Get burned 
afew times, andit’s hard to summon up trust: I'm 
ahuge fan of The Shield, now beginning its final two 
seasons, but it’s been 65 episodes since 
day one, when we learned that LAPD 
cop Vic Mackey is a cold-blooded mur- 
derer. If that tale isn’t fully told by the 
finale, an implicit promise will have 
been broken. 

Drama isn’t drama if nothing’s at 
stake, something J.K. Rowling has 
always understood. I don’t know what's 


including some killed off years ago. The rising cheers were “We're On _ about tobefall Harry Potter, but I'mim- 
an acknowledgment of talent, but also of the sheer scope of thedark, pressed that she stuck to her guns and 
the enterprise: We're about to say goodbye not just to Tony Scary runway Ror ae sa ted 
and Carmela but to an entire universe of crime, compromise, _ called the chine Rowlaglaumtarnewetal wavs 
and soul-sickness. After the screening, you could sense the Beginning Of! scoundsiind bututterly unsentimental, 
questions hanging in the collective unconscious: How’s it theEnd.|na_ agreat combination for a writer: “My 
going to end? Is he going to pull it off? few months, books are largely about death,” she said 
That's impossible to answer, mainly because nobody can we'lllearnif last year, adding that when she told her 
agree on what “pulling it off” means. There are viewers who Harry Potter Paap eee aro ed 
won't be satisfied unless Tony and his family somehow break dT eae aa peeeege yea oe i 
free of Mob life; there are others who think that he has to (2/14. Tony —_ know who on July 21), “ite shuddered, 
die—or, worse, that he has to lose whomever (or whatever) Sopranolive ‘Oh, don’tdo that. De Soa 
ordie.” Why? Because that’s her job. Google 


he loves most. I fall somewhere between the death-penalty 
group and the redemption camp. I believe that Tony’s line from the 
pilot—“Things are trending downward”—describes the entire dra- 
matic spiral of his life, and that the ending of The Sopranos has to ful- 
fill that: What other conclusion can there be for a show that began 
with Tony’s trip to a shrink but for him to come face-to-face with both 
the man and the monster that he is? It won’t be a happy moment. 
Wherever Chase takes him, I hope it feels like a finish line. When 
we invest in a show like The Sopranos (although there has never been 
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“Will Harry Potter die?” and you get 2.7 
million hits. Google “Will Harry Potter survive?” 
and you get 1.1 million. I don’t know if that repre- 
sents a wish, a consensus, or apopular vote, but I 
do know that most readers are more than willing 
to shed some tears this summer if the final 
volume merits them. I suspect it will, since Row- 
ling and David Chase never seem to forget what 
writers have to know: Ifyou've done your job well, 
saying goodbye should really hurt. i 


ILLUSTRATION BY QUICKHONEY 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


We believe your 
car snould have 
more airbags 
than cup holders. 


2007 Santa Fe 


GAIRBAGS = 4 CUP HOLDERS. Every new Hyundai Santa Fe comes with —_5-star crash test rating. With Electronic 


f \ 


six airbags. And four cup holders. In fact, — Stability Control, standard, starting at $21,815" 
the new Santa Fe is nicely equipped with Therefore, you can drive anywhere, feel 
two advanced front airbags, two front safe, be secure, and relax with your soy 
side-impact airbags, and two side-curtain decaf, double vanilla latte. Now, that's good 
airbags—helping it earn the rare and heralded __ thinking. Learn more at HyundaiUSA.com. 


America’s Best Warranty: 10 years/100,000 miles (52) HYU NnDAI 


"Hyundai 


